SSION  WI 

SERMON'S 


H  MM  IffinU    '•  i  ■  M ,:: ! Ml  '■       ■  ■'  \1'  ■;  :!'  H 


PHILURA  GOULD  BALDWIN 
MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 


In  memory  of  Ur.  John  Marting 
1853. 191*1 


PASSION  WEEK 
SERMONS 


DAY  BY  DAY  WITH  JESUS  FEOM 
PALM  SUNDAY  TO  EASTER 

IRAfv 

HI         t     COLtftt 

REV.  WALTEREe*G$EENWAY,  D.D., 

Pastor,  Bethany  Temple,  Philadelphia's  Largest  Presbyterian 
Church 

Moderator  of  the  Philadelphia  Presbytery 


HARVEY    M.   SHELLEY 

Publisher  and  Bookseller 

5513  Larchwood  Avenue  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Copyright,   1926,  by 
Harvey  M.  Shelley 


PRINTED  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 


C-.  ■£>£.♦     "^  ID     yv 

G  $  I  k>  p       CONTENTS     U 

Introduction  by  Rev.  CLAiflfick^bTt-JuiD  iMACABrNST,  IXDi  L  L  L  li  • 

I.  PALM  SUNDAY— Jlife^i  ^'ttft 
TRIUMPH,  OR  WHO  IS  YOUR 
KING! 11 

"Behold  your  King  cometh  to  you." — Matthew 

SI :  5. 

II.    MONDAY— JESUS  IN  WORSHIP      21 

"And  Jesus  went  into  the  temple  of  God" — 
H  Matthew  21 :  12. 

III.  TUESDAY— JESUS  IN  SERVICE   31 

(Xm 

"     ...     as  he  was  walking  in  the  temple" — 
Mark  11 :  27. 

IV.  WEDNESDAY— JESUS    IN    RE- 

TIREMENT      ....       43 

"I  pray  for  them." — John  17:9. 

Mi 

*      V.    THURSDAY— JESUS     IN     COM- 
MUNION     52 

"This  do  in  remembrance  of  me." — Luke  22: 19. 

VI.    FRIDAY— JESUS  IN  AGONY       .      59 

"And  they  crucified  him" — Matthew  27 :  37. 

VII.  SATURDAY— JESUS  IN  TWO 
WORLDS,  OR  WHERE  DOES 
THE  SOUL  GO  IMMEDIATELY 
AFTER  DEATH?       ...       71 

"I  would  not  have  you  to  be  ignorant,  brethren, 

concerning   them  which   are   asleep." — 

I  Thess.  5:13. 

VIII.    EASTER    SUNDAY— JESUS    IN 

LIFE,  OR  DEATH  OVERCOME      83 

"To  whom  also  he  shewed  himself  olive  after 
his  passion  by  many  infallible  proofs,  being  seen 
of  them  forty  days  and  speaking  of  the  things 
concerning  the  Kingdom  of  God" — Acts  1:3. 


INTRODUCTION 
By  Rev.  Clarence  Edward  Macartney,  D.D., 

Former  Moderator  Presbyterian  General  Assembly 

The  observance  of  Passion  Week  is  slowly  com- 
ing back  into  our  Protestant  Churches.  It  is 
altogether  fitting  that  this  should  be  so,  for  such 
celebration  serves  to  call  the  thought  of  the 
Church  to  Christ's  great  work  of  atonement  and 
mediation  for  sinners,  and  the  triumphant  certifi- 
cate and  seal  of  that  work,  the  resurrection. 

This  series  of  sermons  by  Dr.  Greenway  com- 
mences with  the  entry  into  Jerusalem  on  Palm 
Sunday  and  carries  us  through  the  Day  of  Resur- 
rection. The  great  themes  suggested  by  the  suc- 
cessive days  and  their  mighty  events  are  faith- 
fully and  ably  treated  by  Dr.  Greenway,  and  the 
collection  of  sermons  will,  I  am  sure,  prove  a  real 
help  by  the  way  to  many  of  the  followers  of 
Christ. 

Clarence  Edward  Macartney. 


Philadelphia,  January  11,  1926. 


I  r.PJ 


IIAtf 


i 

B*. 


PASSION  WEEK 
SERMONS 


Chapter  I 

PALM  SUNDAY— JESUS  IN  TRIUMPH,  OR 
"WHO  IS  YOUR  KING?" 

Text :  "Behold  your  King  cometh  to  you." — Matthew  21 :5. 

During  recent  years  and  during  the  lifetime  of 
most  of  us,  royal  coronations  have  taken  place  in 
Europe  and  we  have  been  greatly  interested  in 
the  happenings  at  these  important  events.  We 
remember  the  coronation  festivities  connected 
with  the  crowning  of  Queen  Wilhelmina  of  Hol- 
land, the  King  of  Spain,  and  the  King  of  England. 
The  crowning  of  the  ruler  has  suggested  to  us  the 
relative  importance  of  being  a  subject  in  each 
respective  kingdom.  If  we  were  making  a  selec- 
tion of  a  place  in  which  to  live  under  royal  govern- 
ment we  would  seek  that  country  and  that  ruler 
whose  conditions  of  citizenship  would  be  most 
conducive  to  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  our 
lives.  It  is  true,  in  the  sense  we  have  been  speak- 
ing, there  is  no  king  in  America,  and  yet  I  wish 
to  make  a  declaration  to  the  effect  that  every 
citizen  of  this  country  is  a  subject  to  some  king. 

11 
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That  will  be  understood  on  a  moment's  thought, 
when  I  add  to  the  declaration  this  statement, 
every  man  or  every  woman  is  subject  to  and  ruled 
by  Jesus  Christ  as  King,  or  the  Devil  as  king. 
Every  heart  is  a  throne  upon  which  a  king  sits 
and  rules  your  life.  On  that  throne,  this  night, 
in  each  life,  sits  Christ  or  Satan,  ruling  your  life. 

There  was  only  one  time  in  Christ's  earthly  life 
when  he  took  on  Himself  His  real  nature  and 
acted  as  King,  and  that  is  the  time  commemorated 
by  Palm  Sunday — when  he  entered  the  city  hailed 
as  a  King.  In  that  city  were  thousands  who 
hailed  Him  as  King  and  others  who  rejected  Him 
as  King.  While  our  thought  has  today  been 
directed  to  His  entrance  into  a  city,  I  wish  to  call 
to  your  attention  that  as  He  was  outside  the  walls 
of  Jerusalem,  ready  to  enter  on  the  first  Palm 
Sunday,  so  He  is  here  just  outside  the  wall  of 
each  life  and  desires  to  enter  and  become  en- 
throned as  your  King. 

If,  as  we  have  suggested,  you  were  choosing  a 
king,  you  would  naturally  choose  the  greatest  and 
best  of  earth,  why  will  we  not  follow  this  same 
rule  in  reference  to  selecting  the  King  of  our 
lives?  That  Jesus  Christ  is  the  greatest  and  best 
King  we  may  see  from  the  following  facts : 

First:  Christ  is  the  King  of  the  material  world. 
Scripture  tells  us  that  He  was  equal  to  God,  that 
He  and  God  worked  together  in  creating  all  that 
has  been  created.  So  when  we  refer  to  Christ  as 
God's  Son  we  refer  to  one  who  was  equal  to  and 
identical  with  God  in  every  respect.  That  Christ, 
as  God,  rules  the  material  world  every  informed 
person  must  admit.     We  know  there  are  other 
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great  planets  beside  our  own — the  sun,  moon, 
stars,  etc.  We  know  that  each  one  moves  in  an 
orbit,  never  leaving  its  appointed  track.  God 
keeps  the  sun,  moon  and  earth  each  in  its  respec- 
tive track,  otherwise  the  earth  would  plunge  into 
the  burning  heat  of  the  sun  and  be  instantly 
destroyed.  God  is  King  in  the  material  world, 
because  He  controls  and  preserves  all  material 
existence.  Christ  manifested  Himself  in  a  more 
definite  way  as  King  over  the  material  world 
when,  at  the  wedding  at  Cana  of  Galilee,  He 
spoke  the  word  and  the  water  in  the  earthen  jars 
blushed  red  and  became  wine;  or  at  another 
occasion  when  passing  a  fruitless  fig  tree  He 
uttered  a  word  and  the  fig  tree  withered.  It  is 
He  who  regulates  the  change  of  seasons,  changing 
summer  to  autumn,  autumn  to  winter,  winter  to 
spring,  and  spring  to  summer.  It  is  He  who 
changes  the  times  for  man's  benefit — turning 
night  into  day  and  day  into  night. 

It  is  He  who  takes  the  seed  the  farmer  puts 
into  the  soil,  makes  it  grow  and  produce-  harvest 
for  man's  food.  Let  God  withdraw  from  constant 
oversight  in  the  material  world  and  the  world 
would  be  annihilated  immediately.  It  is  said  that 
there  is  only  about  six  months  supply  of  food  in 
store  for  the  United  States  at  one  time.  Cut  off 
all  production  and  in  six  months  we  would  die  of 
starvation.  Through  the  beneficent  rule  of  God, 
crops  of  various  kinds  are  being  produced  some- 
where every  day.  Every  day  in  the  year  some- 
where in  our  country  it  is  harvest.  When  we  thus 
see  our  total  dependence  for  existence  and  preser- 
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yation  on  God,  it  becomes  us  as  sane,  sensible 
beings  to  acknowledge  our  dependence,  His  right 
to  rule,  and  give  Him  first  place  in  our  lives. 

Second:  He  is  King  of  the  mental  world.  Not 
only  does  He  rule,  as  suggested,  in  the  material, 
but  the  world  of  man's  mind  has  been  conquered 
and  ruled  by  Him. 

(A)  All  the  great  and  pure  in  art  the  world 
has  in  her  galleries  today  is  the  expression  of  the 
mind  of  Christ.  Go  through  your  homes  and  into 
all  the-  public  art  galleries  of  the  country,  tear 
down  and  destroy  all  the  masterpieces,  like 
Rubens'  "Descent  from  the  Cross,"  Raphael's 
"Sistine  Madonna,"  Angelo's  "Last  Judgment," 
and  all  others  either  having  as  the  subject  the 
truths  of  Christ  or  inspired  by  the  same,  and  you 
leave  only  pictures  of  indecency  and  corruption 
with  which  to  decorate  your  homes  and  galleries. 
You  will  have  left  what  the  excavated  ruins  of 
Pompeii  reveal  today.  No  Christ  ruled  in  that 
ancient  city.  Vesuvius  buried  her  for  ages.  The 
excavator's  pick  has  uncovered  her  palaces,  and 
today  as  one  is  about  to  enter  her  great  galleries 
where  the  paintings  are  still  to  be  seen  on  the 
ruined  walls,  the  ladies  of  the  party  are  advised 
not  to  enter.  Destroy  the  Christ  influence  in  art 
and  you  have  nothing  deserving  of  the  name. 

(B)  He  is  King  in  the  literary  world.  Go 
through  our  libraries,  destroy  the  writings  of 
Milton,  Bunyan,  Dante,  writings  that  have  already 
gained  immortal  reputation,  and  you  will  have 
only  the  cheap,  foul  literature  left,  the  kind  of 
which  much  is  found  in  our  country  today.  It  is 
said   that   Canada   turns   back   into   the   United 
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States,  refusing  admission  into  Canada,  thirty 
carloads  of  indecent  literature  every  year.  Cut 
out  the  influence  of  Christ  in  literature  and  our 
country  will  be  flooded  with  the  indecent  kind  of 
which  there  is  too  much  today. 

(C)  He  is  King  in  the  musical  world.  Destroy 
all  music  influenced  by  Christ  and  you  destroy  the 
productions  of  Hayden,  Handel,  Mozart,  Beet- 
hoven and  all  such  music,  and  have  only  the 
weird,  rattling  jingle  of  the  pagan  type,  or  baser 
kind. 

(D)  He  is  King  in  the  world  of  sculpture.  The 
masterpieces  such  as  Angelo's  " David,' '  Botti- 
cello's  "St.  Mark,"  Angelo's  "Moses,"  the  pieces 
that  are  standards  for  the  world  today,  have  been 
made  by  those  whose  lives  were  ruled  by  the 
Christ  spirit.  Destroy  all  sculpture  that  has  been 
influenced  by  Christ  and  you  have  only  the  hide- 
ous, indecent  forms  of  paganism. 

The  person  who  loves  art,  literature,  music  and 
sculpture  in  their  highest  and  best  forms  must 
enthrone  Christ  in  his  or  her  heart  and  life,  for 
the  best  had  come  as  the  product  of  His  life  and 
teaching. 

Third:  He  is  King  of  the  moral  world. 
That,  perhaps,  is  a  bold  declaration.  When  we 
see  so  much  vice  and  corruption  we  are  likely  to 
conclude  that  Christ  does  not  rule  in  the  world  of 
morals.  The  fact  is,  wherever  there  is  morality 
it  is  produced  by  that  life  which  is  ruled  by  Christ. 
Therefore,  wherever  we  find  morals  we  find  it 
produced  by  lives  subject  to  Him,  and  wherever 
and  whenever  life  is  subject  to  Him  morals  are 
improved.     When  He  presided  as  the  reigning 
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force  in  the  lives  of  Wilberforce,  Wendel  Phillips 
and  Abraham  Lincoln,  slavery  was  broken  and  the 
moral  condition  of  thousands  improved.  When 
He  took  possession  of  the  Gadarene,  the  raving 
maniac  was  changed  to  a  man  in  right  relation  to 
himself,  his  God,  and  his  fellow-men.  When  the 
savages  and  pagans  the  world  over,  with  their 
systems  of  immorality,  are  made  subject  to  Christ 
and  His  teachings  their  immorals  become  morals. 
I  repeat,  all  the  clean,  moral  life  in  this  city,  state, 
or  country  is  the  product  of  Christ's  teachings. 
Every  person  then,  who  appreciates  the  clean, 
moral  life,  ought  to  acknowledge  Christ  as  King 
in  his  or  her  individual  life.  If  we  love  morals  we 
ought  to  love  Him  who  produces  all  the  morals  we 
know. 

Fourth:  He  is  King  of  the  spirit  world.  When 
He  stepped  before  the  lifeless  form  of  one  dead, 
and  exclaimed  "Tabitha,"  the  dead  returned  from 
the  spiritual  world  and  entered  upon  life  again. 
As  He  stood  before  the  closed  tomb  of  Lazarus, 
dead  many  days,  and  called  the  spirit  of  Lazarus 
back  to  enter  the  body,  the  spirit  obeyed,  took 
possession  in  Lazarus 's  body  and  came  forth  in 
answer  to  His  call.  At  the  transfiguration, 
Moses  and  Elijah,  prophets  of  long  ago,  appeared 
and  acknowledged  Him  as  King,  and  these  had 
been  living  in  the  spiritual  world  for  centuries. 
At  the  Resurrection,  when  the  sealed  tomb  burst 
open,  and  He  that  had  been  dead  for  three  days 
came  forth  from  death  to  life,  we  see  that  He  is 
master  over  the  spirit  world  and  moves  every- 
thing at  will. 
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It  is  only  a  fair  question  to  ask  reasonable 
thinking  men  and  women,  what  ought  to  be  your 
attitude  toward  Christ.  Is  He  enthroned  as  your 
King,  or  is  Satan  sitting  on  the  throne  of  your 
heart,  opposing  the  rightful  Ruler,  Jesus  Christ? 
When  you  know,  as  you  must,  that  He  is  King  of 
the  material  world,  producing  every  necessity  of 
your  life;  King  of  the  mental  world,  producing 
all  that  is  beautiful  in  art,  literature,  music,  and 
sculpture ;  when  you  know,  as  you  must,  that  all 
morals  and  every  moral  life  is  a  product  of  His 
reigning,  and  when  you  know  that  He,  and  He 
alone,  is  King  of  the  spirit  world,  or  the  world 
where  you  expect  to  spend  life  beyond  this  one, 
why  is  it  that  you  will  not  acknowledge  Him,  this 
beneficent  King,  in  your  life?  Seeing  what  Christ 
has  done  for  others,  into  whose  life  He  has 
entered,  and  what  He  has  done  in  making  life 
worth  while  and  realizing  that  every  single  item 
of  life  that  makes  life  enjoyable  and  happy  has 
come  through  Him,  what  sensible  person  can  deny 
Him  a  place  in  your  personal,  individual  private 
life?  There  is  only  one  thing  for  a  sane  person  to 
do  and  that  is  to  say,  "I  owe  all  that  I  am,  I  owe 
all  that  I  have,  and  all  that  I  expect  to  have,  to 
Jesus  Christ ;  therefore,  He  shall  have  first  place 
in  my  life." 

It  is  said  that  when  the  Emperor  was  seated  in 
his  throne  room,  in  the  palace  at  Dresden,  and 
they  were  bringing  in  that  almost  priceless  paint- 
ing, Raphael's  "Sistine  Madonna,' '  for  the  pur- 
pose of  decorating  the  throne  i^pny  the  moment 
the  king  saw  it,  he  moved  his  chair  andriorfJ^f^ 
the  picture  to  be  placed  in  the  best  place1  on  the 

r.tk.     JHIO 
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throne  in  the  Dresden  Palace.  When  you  and  I 
see  the  Christ,  it  seems  as  though  this  should  be 
our  attitude,  that  we  will  remove  everything  else 
and  let  Him  have  the  best  place  in  the  palace  of 
our  lives.  Perhaps  all  have  done  just  this  thing. 
Perhaps  if  such  is  not  the  case  some  here  may 
wish  to  change  their  attitude  and  enthrone  the 
Christ  and  depose  Satan.  It  is  a  strong  state- 
ment, but  an  unanswerable  truth,  every  one  here 
tonight  will  enthrone  the  Christ  in  your  life  and 
depose  Satan  before  you  leave  the  service,  or  you 
will  enthrone  Satan  and  depose  the  Christ.  No 
man  can  be  subject  to  two  rulers  at  once.  No  man 
can  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  Mexico 
at  the  same  time.  We  are  subject  to  one  Govern- 
ment. You  are  subject  to  the  Government  of  God 
or  the  Government  of  Satan.  You  will  live  a 
confirmed  subject  to  one  or  the  other.  To  be  a 
subject  to  God,  and  to  make  Christ  King,  is  to 
choose  your  citizenship  on  the  side  of  that  which 
produces  all  that  is  good.  To  choose  your  citizen- 
ship in  the  Government  of  the  Devil  is  to  choose 
your  allegiance  to  all  that  is  corrupt,  bad, 
wretched.  Which  will  you  do — enthrone  the 
Christ  and  depose  Satan,  or  depose  Satan  and  en- 
throne the  Christ?  Will  you  cast  your  lot  by 
choosing  your  citizenship  on  the  side  of  Christ 
and  all  that  is  good,  or  on  the  side  of  Satan  and 
align  yourself  with  that  force  which  debauches, 
that  wrecks  human  life?  You  stand  tonight  as  a 
soldier  arrayed  for  battle,  with  Christ  as  your 
captain,  fighting  for  every  thing  that  is  good  and 
right,  or  with  the  Devil  as  your  captain,  contend- 
ing for  all  that  is  contemptible  and  mean. 
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In  the  Vatican  in  Rome,  every  Palm  Sunday 
morning,  the  Pope  in  his  gorgeous  robes,  accom- 
panied by  Cardinals  and  singers,  approach  a 
room  not  opened  at  any  other  time  in  the  year. 
As  the  Pope  reaches  the  door,  with  golden  crucifix 
in  hand,  he  raps  three  times  on  the  door  and  calls 
for  it  to  open.  It  swings  open  on  its  hinges,  they 
enter,  singing  "Praise  God  from  whom  all  bless- 
ings flow."  It  is  not  a  Pope,  nor  a  crucifix  of 
gold  that  knocks  at  your  heart's  door  tonight  for 
admission,  but  it  is  the  spirit  of  the  living  God, 
with  the  sacrificial  presence  of  Jesus  Christ  on 
the  Cross,  that  raps  at  the  door  of  your  heart  and 
asks  admission.  Will  you  open  and  let  Him  in 
that  you  may  sing  the  only  song  worthy  a  man 
and  worthy  a  woman — "Praise  God  from  whom 
all  blessings  flow,"  that  like  the  saintly  Frances 
Ridley  Havergal,  as  she  lay  dying  and  breathed 
her  last,  you  may  cry,  "My  King,  My  King!" 
As  you  close  your  eyes  in  death  and  end  earth's 
career,  whether  it  be  tonight,  tomorrow  or  years 
hence,  you  will  be  compelled  to  say  as  you  open 
them  in  the  life  beyond,  "My  King,  My  King." 
To  whom  will  you  be  uttering  this  declaration  of 
allegiance?  You  will  look  into  the  face  of  the 
Christ  and  say,  "My  King,  My  King,"  and  have 
Him  say,  "Come,  ye  blessed,  inherit  the  king- 
dom," or  you  will  be  compelled  to  look  into  the 
face  of  Satan  and  say, ' '  My  King,  My  King, 9 '  and 
hear  said  to  you,  "Depart,  ye  cursed,  into  ever- 
lasting fire,  prepared  for  the  Devil  and  his  angels 
from  the  foundation  of  the  earth." 

Behold  your  King  has  come  to  you  this  night, 
on  this  Palm  Sunday.    You  must  enthrone  or  re- 
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ject  Him.  You  are  at  a  coronation  service  now, 
this  minute,  you  are  crowning  Satan  and  making 
of  yourself  a  subject  of  wretchedness,  or  you  are 
crowning  the  Christ  and  making  for  yourself  days 
of  comfort  and  an  eternity  of  happiness.  Behold 
your  King  is  here — it  is  Christ  of  Nazareth. 


Chapter  II 
MONDAY— "JESUS  IN  WORSHIP" 

Text:  "And  Jesus  went  into  the  temple  of  God." — Matthew  21:12. 

We  read  in  Scripture  that  six  days  before  the 
Passover,  I  am  not  quoting  the  exact  words,  I  am 
simply  stating  the  facts,  Jesus  came  in  from 
Galilee  where  he  had  been  performing  some  of 
His  great  miracles  and  He  found  lodgment  in  the 
home  of  His  friends,  Mary,  Martha  and  Lazarus, 
at  Bethany,  just  a  few  miles  outside  the  city  of 
Jerusalem.  He  was  keeping  a  custom  that  was  in 
vogue  among  the  leaders  of  the  Jewish  Church  on 
that  particular  date,  the  custom  of  the  leaders  of 
the  Synagogue  scattered  all  over  Palestine,  who 
came  in  six  days  before  the  Passover  to  make 
suitable  preparation.  He  came  in  keeping  with 
custom. 

I  want  to  pause  here  long  enough  to  say  to  you 
that  there  are  five  distinct  and  separate  times  that 
Jesus  offered  Himself  to  the  Jews  to  become  their 
Messiah  and  every  time  they  rejected  Him. 
There  isn't  a  Jew  who  dares  say  that  the  Messiah 
did  not  offer  Himself  to  them.  Truly,  He  came 
to  His  own  and  His  own  received  Him  not. 

He  came,  in  keeping  with  the  custom,  to  observe 
the  Feast  of  the  Passover.  Now,  when  Jesus  was 
sojourning  in  the  home  of  His  friends  at  Bethany 
He  decided  to  do  a  thing  He  had  never  done  be- 
fore.   He  decided  to  voluntarily  and  in  a  public 
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manner  enter  the  Temple  and  offer  Himself 
publicly  and  unreservedly  as  the  Messiah 
promised  in  Scripture,  and  so  now  we  have  what 
we  call  "Palm  Sunday,' '  celebrating  His  trium- 
phal entry  into  the  city. 

He  entered  into  the  Temple.  There  is  a  little 
variance  in  the  report  of  the  different  Gospels 
concerning  this  event,  but  that  is  a  most  natural 
thing,  and  there  is  certainly  no  cause  for  our 
questioning  the  statement  in  either  Gospel.  I 
may  select  four  men  who  have  heard  the  incident 
which  Mr.  Greenwell  related  to  you  and  ask  those 
four  men  to  repeat  the  facts  announced,  and  not 
one  of  you  will  report  it  in  identically  the  same 
words,  though  the  truth  will  be  the  same.  That 
is  the  case  with  the  incident  concerning  the 
triumphal  entry  of  Jesus  into  Jerusalem. 

He  went  into  the  Temple  and  taught  that  day. 
What  He  taught  we  do  not  know.  But  we  do  know 
that  He  returned  to  Bethany.  The  Scriptures 
expressly  state  it  in  the  21st  chapter  of  Matthew. 
We  know  that  He  went  to  Bethany,  and  in  the 
morning  as  He  is  returning,  He  is  passing  a  fig 
tree,  and  looking  at  it  beholds  on  it  nothing  but 
leaves,  and  He  pronounces  a  curse  against  the 
tree,  and  presently  the  fig  tree  withered  away. 

The  lesson  that  our  Lord  taught  by  His  conduct 
and  by  His  teaching  on  the  Monday  following 
Palm  Sunday  was  a  lesson  from  the  fig  tree  that 
He  demands  fruitfulness.  He  demands  a  fruitful 
service.  Leaves  are  not  enough !  It  is  not  enough 
for  us  to  have  leaves,  so  to  speak.  It  is  not 
enough  for  us  to  have  the  embellishments  and 
adornments  of  the  Christian  life.    It  is  not  enough 
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for  us  to  participate  in  the  forms  or  rituals  of  the 
Christian  service.  We  must  have  a  fruitage  that 
is  real  and  genuine. 

There  is  a  story  written  concerning  the  Puritan 
days  when  they  were  accustomed  to  go  on  their 
carriage  rides  in  a  coach  drawn  by  four  horses. 
In  the  story  the  driver  is  reported  to  have  given 
a  very  significant  answer.  Four  horses  in  the 
coach.  One  of  them  was  noticed  to  be  just  barely 
keeping  up  with  the  other  three,  not  pulling  one 
whit.  A  passenger  in  the  coach  asked  the  driver 
why  he  should  have  four  horses,  one  of  them  not 
even  pulling  enough  to  draw  tight  the  traces? 
The  driver  replied,  "This  is  a  coach  for  horse  and 
four.  That  horse  counts  one,  that's  all!"  Now, 
are  there  not  a  lot  of  people  in  the  Church  who  are 
just  like  that  fourth  horse? — unlike  the  Master 
who  went  about  doing  good — unlike  the  Master 
who  demanded  a  real  fruitage,  the  best  that  we 
can  say  for  them  is  that  they  count  one. 

We  read  in  our  Church  papers  of  a  little 
Church  in  the  hills  of  Vermont  where  they  are 
having  quite  a  signal  revival,  and  it  is  all  the 
result  of  the  work  of  one  man,  a  successful  busi- 
ness man.  Inquiry  being  made  of  him  as  to  how 
it  came  about,  he  replied  something  in  this 
fashion,  "When  I  became  a  Christian  and  a 
Church  member,  I  read  the  word  of  God,  and  I 
found  out  what  I  should  do  and  where  I  should 
do  it,  and  I  found  that  my  Master  called  me  into 
His  vineyard,  not  to  eat  grapes,  but  to  hoe  grape 
vines,  and  I  have  been  hoeing  ever  since."  The 
first  lesson,  then,  from  our  Lord's  conduct  on  that 
Monday  was  a  lesson  demanding  fruitage. 
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Another  lesson  is  that  He  demands  prayer. 
He  had  just  previously  said  in  the  Temple,  "My 
house  shall  be  a  house  of  prayer,  ye  have  made  it 
a  den  of  thieves.' '  Then  we  read  that  after  the 
curse  of  the  fig  tree  that  the  Disciples  were 
amazed  at  it,  and  He  said  to  them,  "If  you  have 
faith,  you  shall  not  only  do  this,  but  you  shall  say 
to  these  mountains,  Be  ye  removed  into  the  sea, 
whatsoever  ye  shall  ask,  I  will  give  unto  you." 
He  demands  in  this  lesson  of  Monday  that  His 
followers  should  not  only  be  persons  of  service, 
but  also  persons  of  prayer. 

The  finest  illustration  I  have  read  recently  of 
prayer  was  in  connection  with  the  dedication 
service  of  a  hospital,  telling  of  a  contrivance  for 
the  patient  to  call  the  nurse.  Some  of  you  have 
had  experience  in  hospitals,  when  you  have  re- 
quired the  attention  of  a  nurse,  and  you  have  had 
to  wait  and  wait  and  wait,  not  perhaps  the  fault 
of  the  nurse,  as  there  may  have  been  just  a  limited 
number,  but  you  know  what  it  means  to  wait  and 
wait  for  her  coming.  The  contrivance  in  the  new 
hospital  is  this :  The  patient  requiring  the  atten- 
tion of  a  nurse  pushes  a  button.  That  button 
rings  a  bell,  but  what  is  more,  it  lights  an  electric 
light  at  the  Superintendent's  desk  and  the  Head 
Nurse's  desk,  and  in  the  hall  where  the  nurses 
pass,  and  this  light  remains  lit  until  some  nurse 
answers  that  call,  serves  the  patient,  and  from  the 
patient's  room  turns  out  the  light.  Prayer  turns 
on  the  light,  as  it  were,  in  the  very  presence  of  the 
Almighty  Himself,  and  when  we  turn  on  that 
light,  He  is  just  as  sure  to  hear  and  answer  us  as 
His  word  is  true. 


JESUS  IN  WORSHIP  25 

I  sat  at  home  the  other  night  reading  until  a 
late  hour,  as  I  frequently  do,  and  I  read  something 
that  you  may  have  read  in  the  Geographical 
Magazine,  giving  a  description  of  the  use  of  the 
wireless,  especially  on  ships  at  sea.  This  incident 
related  how  the  Captain  of  the  ship  had  become 
seriously  ill,  and  for  some  reason  on  that  par- 
ticular voyage  the  ship's  doctor  was  not  on  board. 
They  had  their  supplies  in  the  doctor's  office,  but 
there  was  no  one  competent  to  diagnose  the  Cap- 
tain's case  and  make  the  right  selection  of  the 
drugs  that  would  meet  the  case.  They  did  every- 
think  they  knew.  A  sick  captain  with  no  doctor 
on  board !  What  a  dilemma  that  was !  The  wire- 
less operator  went  to  work  and  sent  broadcast 
the  symptoms  of  the  Captain's  case,  as  best  as 
those  laymen  could  describe  it.  A  radio  station 
on  land  picked  up  the  message.  It  was  relayed  to 
a  doctor  near  by.  Back  came  the  message  to  that 
ship,  "If  you  have  in  the  ship's  drug  store  such 
and  such  a  drug,  give  him  so  much.  If  you  have 
ice,  put  an  ice  bag  on  him  in  a  certain  way. ' '  The 
doctor  gave  the  instructions  to  those  who  were 
simply  laymen  on  the  ship,  and  they  followed  his 
instruction,  and  on  the  morrow  the  captain  was 
sufficiently  relieved  to  be  able  to  direct  the  course 
of  the  ship.  Prayer  is  the  wireless  that  takes  our 
message  to  the  throne  of  God,  and  the  Son  of  God 
has  said  that  if  we  ask  in  the.  right  fashion,  what 
we  ask  for  will  be  granted. 

But  there  is  another  thing  we  learn  from  our 
Lord's  ministry  of  Monday.  His  ministry  de- 
mands a  life  of  service  and  a  life  of  prayer,  but 
there  is  something  else.    After  Christ  had  entered 
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the  Temple  and  cast  out  those  who  were  unworthy 
of  being  there,  He  made  reference  to  the  fact  that 
there  were  children  in  that  Temple  who  were  sing- 
ing the  praises  of  God.  Jesus  recognized  child- 
hood and  childhood's  traits  in  the  Temple.  I  am 
glad  of  this  message.  During  the  last  few  weeks  I 
have  been  appealed  to  by  many  parents  and  Sun- 
day School  teachers  as  to  what  age  children  should 
join  the  Church.  I  would  be  the  last  man  in  the 
world  to  unduly  influence  a  child  to  take  an  ad- 
vanced step,  but  I  would  also  be  the  last  man  on 
earth  to  put  a  stumbling  block  as  big  as  a  hair 
into  the  way  of  a  child  who  has  expressed  a  desire 
to  come  to  Christ  and  into  the  Church. 

I  distinctly  remember  an  incident  which 
occurred  in  my  first  pastorate.  I  have  to  admit 
that  I  knew  a  great  deal  more  then  than  I  do  now, 
at  least  I  thought  I  did.  I  could  preach  without 
any  difficulty  at  all  on  the  great  doctrines  of  the 
Church,  because  I  was  just  out  of  the  Seminary. 
I  cannot  do  that  today.  But  I  had  said  in  my 
night's  sermon  that  the  Presbyterian  Church 
recognized  all  forms  of  baptism,  and  that  it  was 
my  privilege  to  immerse  any  one  who  wished  to 
be  immersed.  The  next  day  I  was  out  riding  with 
my  bicycle,  for  that  was  what  we  used  in  those 
days,  and  a  woman  called  me.  She  said  she  had 
heard  my  sermon  last  night  and  she  wanted  to 
speak  to  me.  She  said,  "I  like  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  I  like  you,"  that  sounded  pretty  good,  I 
was  a  single  man  then,  she  was  about  40  years  old. 
I  said  to  her,  "What  is  the  trouble?"  She  said, 
"I  want  to  come  into  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
but  I  believe  in  immersion.     You  said  in  your 
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sermon  last  night  that  you  were  privileged  to 
immerse  me."  I  said,  "I  did."  That  time  I 
weighed  about  120  and  she  weighed  about  220.  I 
saw  that  I  was  in  a  predicament.  I  said  to  her, 
1 '  The  Baptist  minister  and  I  are  very  intimate.  I 
would  suggest  that  you  go  over  there  and  have 
him  baptize  you  and  then  be  admitted  into  our 
Church."  "Oh,"  she  said,  "that  would  not  be 
fair.  I  want  you  to  do  it. ' 9  She  finally  agreed  to 
accept  the  Presbyterian  form  of  baptism,  but  be- 
fore she  came  into  the  Church  she  called  me  aside 
and  she  said,  "I  want  to  say  something  to  you." 
She  said,  "My  mother  is  dead,  and  I  hope  in 
heaven,  but  my  mother  is  responsible  for  keeping 
me  out  of  the  Church  for  30  years:"  She  said, 
"When  I  was  a  girl,  a  dozen  or  so  years  old,  my 
classmates  were  going  into  the  Church.  I  knew 
what  it  meant.  I  wanted  to-  go.  My  mother  re- 
fused and  said  I  was  not  old  enough.  When  I 
found  myself  left  behind,  somehow  that  desire  to 
go  into  the  Church  left  me,  and  never  came  back 
until  I  heard  you  preach  Sunday  night.  Thirty 
years  in  heaven  and  my  mother  is  to  blame  that  I 
am  out  of  the  Church  for  30  years. ' }  I  had  rather 
take  ten  thousand  children  into  the  Church  and 
have  half  of  them  believe  that  they  did  not 
sufficiently  know,  than  to  stand  in  the  way  of  one, 
and  have  a  child  of  mine  ever  say  to*  me  or  of  me, 
what  that  woman  in  kindness  had  to  say  about 
her  mother.  There  is  no  reference  in  the  Word 
of  God  to  age.  Some  children  are  wiser,  and 
brighter  and  know  more  at  ten  than  others  know 
at  fifteen. 
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When  God  wanted  to  teach  the  ministers  of  the 
Tabernacle  a  great  lesson  He  found  in  His  con- 
gregation a  boy  of  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  He 
called  Samuel.     When  Jesus  Himself  was  only 
twelve  years  of  age,  He  undoubtedly  was  mani- 
festing some-  of  the.  things  He  had  learned  in  His 
home  and  in  the  synagogue  services  at  Nazareth. 
When  Jesus  found  a  number  of  people  gathered 
together  who  had  not  made  sufficient  provision, 
He  picked  out  a  boy,  probably  not  more  than  ten 
or  a  dozen  years  old  who  had  brought  his  lunch 
with  him.    Jesus  took  that  lunch  and  made  a  meal 
for  those  4,000  people,  and  they  gathered  up  an 
abundance  of  fragments  after  the  meal.    In  Reve- 
lation mention  is  made  of  a  choir  of  ten  thousand 
times  ten  thousand,  who  never  knew  sin.     Who 
can  they  be  but  children?    All  men  have  known 
sin.     Jesus  finds  them  in  the  Temple,  little  chil- 
dren singing  Hosannas,  and  when  the  old  Church 
officials  find  fault  He  says,  "If  these  did  not  cry, 
then  the  very  stones  of  which  the  Temple  was 
built  would  cry,  '  Blessed  is  he  that  cometh  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord. 9  "    I  hope  that  this  very  limited 
way  of  speaking  will  convince  you,  and  that  you 
will  carry  this  thought  through  our  congregation. 
Listen  to  this.     Those  who  are  interested  in 
Christian    education   have    taken   4,000    average 
Christians,  and  they  have  made  an  investigation 
beginning  with  the  age  of  six  and  they  found  only 
one  whose  Christian  experience  dated  from  that 
early  age.     At   eight  they  found  more;   at  ten 
more;  at  twelve  more;  at  fourteen  more;  at  six- 
teen it  had  reached  the  peak  and  then  it  began  to 
go  down.     After  sixteen  years  there  were  less. 
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After  eighteen,  less ;  after  twenty  less,  until  when 
they  got  down  to  the  age  of  29  there  was  not  one 
in  the  4,000  who  was  converted  at  that  age. 
Whatever  we  may  think  of  the  Catholic  Church,  I 
honor  them  for  their  common  every-day  sense  in 
making  provision  for  the-  training  of  their  chil- 
dren. We  might  just  as  well  say,  "We  will  wait 
until  our  children  are  a  dozen  or  so  years  old  be- 
fore we  will  send  them  to  public  school,  because 
they  don't  know  the  full  import  of  the  public 
school  any  earlier.' J  To  be  a  farmer  you  must 
make  a  start,  and  plant  potatoes  or  whatever  you 
expect  to  raise !  To  be  a  musician  you  must  start 
to  play  the  piano  or  some  instrument.  Unless  we 
make  a  start  in  our  Christian  life  we  will  never 
get  anywhere  in  the  service  of  God. 

Christ's  service  and  teaching  of  Monday,  then, 
demands  us  to  be  fruitful ;  it  demands  that  our  life 
be  a  life  of  prayer ;  and  it  demands  that  the  chil- 
dren be  given  proper  consideration  in  the  things 
of  the  Kingdom.  And  then  I  want  to  say  this 
which  we  read  in  the  same  Scriptures,  that  when 
He  had  taught  the  people-  these  things,  and  when 
they  began  to  censure  Him  for  these  several 
things,  demand  for  fruitfulness,  demand  for 
prayer,  demand  for  proper  attention  to.  the  chil- 
dren, we  read  that  He  left  them.  And  I  want  to 
say  to  you  this  evening  that  just  as-  soon  as  this 
or  any  other  Church  opposes  His  claim  to  service, 
His  claim  for  prayer  and  His  claim  for  oare  of  the 
children,  He  will  leave,  and  when  He  has  left,  we 
may  as  well  close  the  doors.  His  ministry  of 
Monday  brings  us  the  lesson  of  service,  the  lesson 
of  prayer,  the  lesson  that  includes  the  least  and 
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the  youngest  as  well  as  the  largest  and  the  oldest. 
Shall  it  ever  be  written  as  an  Ichabod  over  the 
door  of  heaven,  over  the  door  of  our  hearts,  "He 
left  me !" 

And  last,  but  not  least,  he  retired  again  to  the 
home  of  Mary  and  Martha,  and  Lazarus,  to  the 
home  of  love,  and  there  He  remained  for  the  night, 
and  on  Tuesday  He  had  another  very  important 
ministry  about  which  we  shall  hear  tomorrow 
night. 

Prayer  After  Sermon 

Almighty  God,  our  Heavenly  Father!  We 
thank  Thee  for  the  simple,  plain  statement  of 
Scripture  that  fell  from  the  lips  of  Thine  own 
Divine  Son.  We  thank  Thee  for  the  Ministry  of 
Christ  as  He  walked  daily  toward  the  Cross ;  that 
He  taught  us  service;  that  He  taught  us  prayer; 
and  that  He  taught  us  love  and  care  of  little  chil- 
dren. We  thank  Thee  for  these  lessons  from  this 
day  of  His  life,  and  we-  pray  that  we  may  so 
realize  these  lessons  as  individuals  and  in  the  life 
of  our  Church  that  it  may  never  be  said  of  us 
"He  left  us!M,  but  that  it  may  be  said  of  the 
Church  and  of  those  who  are  here  that  "He  re- 
turned to  the  home  at  Bethany,  a  home  of  service, 
a  home  of  love,  to  abide  that  night. ' '  We  ask  it 
all  in  Christ 's  Name.    Amen. 


Chapter  III 
TUESDAY— JESUS  IN  SEEVICE 

Text:  "     .     .     .     as  he  was  walking  in  the  temple." — Marie  11:27. 

As  we  come  to  Tuesday  of  the  week  between 
Palm  Sunday  and  Easter,  and  that  period  of  time 
about  which  we  are  to  think  tonight,  we  find 
that  Jesus  spent  Monday  night  back  with  His 
friends  at  Bethany.  We  find  that  on  Tuesday 
morning  He  approaches  the  Temple  again,  and 
we  find  the  Gospel  of  St.  Mark  saying  that  the 
Disciples  did  not  recognize  that  the  fig  tree  which 
He  had  cursed  for  the  lack  of  f ruitfulness  on  Mon- 
day had  withered  away.  Matthew  says  that  it 
withered  at  once.  In  Mark  we  read  that  the 
Disciples  had  not  recognized,  all  of  them  at  least, 
the  fact  that  it  had  withered  during  the  night. 
But  on  Tuesday,  as  they  entered  the  Temple 
again,  the  Disciples  called  His  attention  to  the 
fact  that  it  had  withered  completely.  He  con- 
tinues into  the  Temple  with  them,  and  my  text  is 
simply  the  little  statement  in  the  Gospel  of  Saint 
Mark,  the  11th  chapter  and  the  27th  verse : 
"  .  .  .  as  he  was  walking  in  the  temple. ' f 
I  can  imagine  Him  as  He  just  moves  around  in 
the  court  of  the  Temple,  mingling  with  those  who 
were  there  in  the  various  places  assigned  for 
them.  As  He  walked  in  the  Temple,  He  taught, 
and  His  entire  message  of  Tuesday  is  a  message 
of  service.    So  on  Tuesday  we  find  Jesus  in  Serv- 
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ice,  or  Jesus  giving  His  own  dissertation  on  the 
service  expected  and  demanded  of  His  followers. 
Now,  let  us  note  just  what  He  had  to  say  on  this 
Tuesday,  as  He  walked  in  the  Temple,  on  this  sub- 
ject of  service.  Prior  to  this  He  had  already  said 
to  them,  "My  Father  worketh  hitherto,"  or  until 
now,  "and  I  work."  He  had  said  to  His  Disciples 
prior  to  this,  "Follow  me!"  Now,  if  He  was  a 
worker,  and  we  are  followers,  we  must  likewise 
be  workers. 

But  let  us  take  the  teaching  of  the  day  before 
us.  What  do  we  find?  We  find  that  refusal  to 
work  is  detrimental  or  disastrous.  Just  before 
entering  the  Temple  for  the  day's  teaching,  He 
had  passed  again  the  useless  fruitless  fig  tree. 
Looking  on  it  and  finding  it  non-productive,  He 
cursed  it.  It  withered,  and  the  curse  for  its  idle- 
ness was  disastrous.  It  is  true  in  every  depart- 
ment of  life  today. 

Let  that  pool  of  water  be  ever  so  clear  and 
beautiful,  and  reflect  your  very  person  as  you 
stand  beside  it,  but  let  it  refuse  to  give  out  for 
some  life-giving  purpose  of  its  waters,  and  in  the 
course  of  a  fortnight,  you  will  find  a  scum  begin- 
ning to  form  around  the  shore,  and  in  the  course 
of  a  month  you  will  find  the  surface  of  the  lake 
covered  with  a  repulsive  substance.  Idleness  is 
disastrous  to  everything  in  nature. 

Move  out  of  your  house,  clean  it  ever  so  well, 
leave  no  corner  in  which  dust  can  be  found,  close 
it  up  and  let  it  remain  idle  for  a  period  of  thirty 
days,  and  at  the  end  of  that  period  you  will  find 
cobwebs ;  you  will  find  that  your  unused  house  has 
become   a  place   of   dust,   because   it   was   idle. 
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Nature  abhors  uselessness.     Jesus  so  taught  in 
the  Temple. 

I  shall  never  forget  in  my  boyhood  days,  there 
was  an  old  man,  perhaps  not  so  old  as  he  looked, 
for  he  wore  a  long  beard  and  carried  his  arm  in  a 
sling  for  several  years  while  he  was  trying  to  in- 
duce the  Government  to  give  him  a  pension  for 
participating  in  the  Civil  War.  At  the  end  of 
that  period  it  was  said  by  those  who  knew  him  best 
that  he  had  carried  that  arm  in  that  sling  so  long 
without  exercising  it,  that  it  had  practically 
withered  away  and  was  absolutely  useless. 

The  very  first  commandment  from  Sinai's 
summit  said,  "Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods." 
Who  is  a  god  but  that  person,  or  being,  or  thing 
that  gets  the  first  of  our  thoughts,  the  first  of  our 
love,  the  first  of  ourselves.  God  knew  human 
nature,  and  when  He  began  to  give  Moses  a  code 
of  laws,  by  which  man  should  be  regulated,  He 
knew  where  to  start.  He  knew  that  man  would 
put  himself  into  subjection  to  everything  else 
except  the  One  to  whom  he  owed  subjection  first, 
and  so  He  said,  "Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods 
before  me."  Then  when  He  sent  His  Son  into  the 
world  to  exemplify  His  life,  to  live  an  ideal  life, 
to  teach  a  lesson  by  which  mankind  might  elevate 
itself  to  a  standard  never  before  known,  and  to 
have  a  hope  never  possessed  before,  He  said, 
' '  Seek  ye  first  the  Kingdom  of  God. ' 9  So  we  have 
God  calling  for  first  attention ;  we  have  the  Son  of 
God  calling  for  first  recognition,  and  the  man  or 
the  woman  who  professes  faith  in  God,  or  in 
Christ,  or  in  God's  truth,  and  seeks  to  be  idle,  is 
of  himself  or  herself  making  a  misnomer,  for  there 
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i,s  positively,  in  the  catalogue  of  all  the  characters 
that  God  has  named,  there  is  no  place  for  an  idle 
Christian.  To  be  idle  is  disastrous,  a  lesson  from 
the  withered  fig  tree  that  He  cursed  on  Monday 
and  referred  to  again  on  Tuesday  as  He  entered 
the  Temple. 

It  is  said  that  Franklin's  last  message  was  just 
expressed  in  two  words :  "Be  fruitful,''  and  how 
fruitful  his  life  was,  we  have  only,  who  live  in 
Philadelphia,  to  look  around  us,  and  see. 

The  next  thing  we  learn  from  Christ's  experi- 
ence in  teaching  on  Tuesday  was  that  work  for 
self  alone  is  harmful.  He  gives  that  parable  or 
incident  of  the  owner  of  the  farm  who  leased  it  to 
tenants  for  a  certain  percentage  of  the  income 
and  who  had  gone  elsewhere  to  live.  At  the  har- 
vest, or  the  ingathering  season,  he  sends  his  ser- 
vant to  get  his  share  of  the  fruitage  of  the  land. 
The  tenant  seizes  the  servant,  illtreats  him  and 
sends  him  back  without  giving  him  the  owner's 
share  that  belongs  to  him.  The  owner  of  the  farm 
sends  a  second  servant  who  is  likewise  illtreated. 
Then  he  sends  his  own  son  and  says,  "Surely,  they 
will  recognize  my  own  son  and  give  him  what  is 
due  me  from  my  farm."  But  when  they  see  the 
son  of  the  owner  they  say,  "Here  is  the  son  of  the 
owner.  Let  us  kill  him,  and  the  farm  that  would 
ultimately  otherwise  go  to  him  we  will  have  come 
to  us. ' '  Seeking  everything  for  Himself !  And  in 
making  application  of  the  story,  to  be  practical, 
He  asks  His  hearers,  "What  think  you  of  the 
tenant?"  And  the  reply  that  He  elicited  was, 
"They  should  be  ousted  as  tenants  and  new 
tenants  secured."     They  worked  for  themselves 
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only,  and  in  so  doing  they  were  ousted  from  their 
place  as  tenants  on  the  farm.  When  we  work  for 
ourselves,  and  our  selfish  interests  only,  the  time 
will  come  when  we  will  lose  the  farm  altogether 
and  not  have  the  income  we  might  otherwise  have 
had.  To  work  for  self  alone  is  absolutely  dis- 
astrous. 

Pardon  me  for  saying  this !  I  know  these  are 
strenuous  days ;  I  know  these  are  difficult  times  of 
life;  I  know  something  of  the  demands  that  are 
made  upon  us  for  what  seems  to  be  every  ounce  of 
energy,  of  muscle  and  brain,  but  notwithstanding 
that,  if  I  understand  the  Word  of  God  aright,  no 
man,  no  woman,  has  any  right  to  wrork  so  ever- 
lastingly hard  during  six  days  in  the  week  that 
they  must  spend  the  Sabbath  Day  in  idleness  try- 
ing to  recuperate  their  physical  bodies  to  get  more 
strength  with  which  to  work  another  six  davs  for 
self. 

Then  again,  on  that  Tuesday  between  Palm  Sun- 
day and  Easter  He  taught  us  that  if  we  work  by 
any  other  method  than  God's  method,  we  will  not 
produce  satisfactory  results,  and  He  illustrates 
this  by  the  story  of  the  wedding.  The  bride  and 
groom  are  ready.  As  was  the  custom,  the  guests 
are  all  to  be  dressed  exactly  alike,  the  garments 
being  furnished  by  the  wedding  party.  Everyone 
that  would  come  in  and  enjoy  that  wedding  must 
wear  the  same  kind  of  dress.  It  was  the  bride- 
groom and  the  bride's  method.  And  >y;e  read  that 
the  Master  of  Ceremonies  camb  ii$#iM  found  q 


in  that  company  who  did  not  have  otua  $fj^i}|gi 
garment.    And  he  Said  to  him, '"My  menci,  why 
hast  thou  not  the  regulation  wedding*  garment? " 
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And  we  read  that  he  was  speechless  when  asked 
why  he  was  at  that  wedding  following  his  own 
ideas,  and  his  own  inclination  instead  of  the  cus- 
tomary and  usual  requirements.  He  had  no 
answer  that  he  could  make.  The  Church  of  God 
will  never  accomplish  its  rightful  task  until  it 
works  according  to  God's  method.  The  one 
thing  I  hate  to  hear  is  this,  "We  have  never  done 
it  like  that  before.  Why  not  keep  on  doing  it  as 
we  always  have. ' '  Those  who  make  that  assertion 
would  never  consent  to  that  line  of  tactics  in  any 
other  line  or  profession  under  God's  heaven.  To 
take  that  attitude,  we  would  still  be  going  from 
Philadelphia  to  New  York  in  the  old  horse  carts. 
God's  method  is  that  we  shall  give  Him  our  best; 
that  we  shall  be  aggressive,  not  sensational,  but 
aggressive,  using  our  strength  and  our  gray 
matter  for  Him  in  preference  to  anything  else. 

The  method  of  work  of  the  Church  made  up  of 
individuals  is  this.  He  said,  "Go  ye  into  all  the 
world  and  preach  the  Gospel."  But  a  large  per- 
centage in  the  Church  are  saying,  ' '  Stay  at  home 
and  preach  the  Gospel."  Who  is  right?  God's 
way  or  man 's  ?  God 's  method  is  to  go  out  into  the 
highways,  and  into  the  streets,  and  into  the  lanes 
of  the  city,  and  persuade  them  to  come  in.  We 
say,  "Let  them  come  into  the  Church  and  be 
saved. ' '  There  is  not  one  word  in  Scripture  say- 
ing "Let  the  sinner  come  :nto  the  Church  and  be 
saved."  But  there  is  the  direct  statement  of  the 
Master,  "Go  ye  out  into  the  streets,  and  the  lanes 
of  the  city  and  bring  them  in."  Unless  we  can 
learn  to  work  according  to  God's  way,  we  cannot 
expect  to  accomplish  the  thing  we  are  to  accom- 
plish. 
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Another  thing  we  note  as  a  reason  He  has  given 
for  His  claim  on  us,  as  He  walks  in  the  Temple 
(and  that  is  the  Key  with  which  heaven  is  un- 
locked), is  service.  In  that  we  have  the  story  of 
the  Ten  Virgins.  Five  of  them  were  ready.  They 
had  trimmed  their  lamps;  they  had  filled  their 
vessels  with  oil.  They  ivere  ready.  When  the 
Bridegroom  came,  they  were  in  the  attitude  of 
readiness;  they  were  in  the  attitude  of  Service. 
When  they  heard  the  announcement  of  the  Bride- 
groom, they  just  arose  and  continued  to  do  what 
they  were  accustomed  to  do,  Serve!  They  got  in 
to  the  wedding  with  the  Bridegroom.  They  had 
done  what  the  others  had  omitted  to  do.  The 
others  had  not  trimmed  their  lamps.  The  others 
had  not  provided  themselves  with  oil.  They  had 
not  employed  their  moments  to  engage  in  Service, 
and  when  the  call  came,  "The  bridegroom 
cometh!"  they  were  aroused  out  of  their  sleep 
and  in  consternation  began  to  ask,  "Won't  you 
loan  me  a  little  of  your  oil;  we  neglected  to  get 
it?"  We  know  what  the  answer  was,  "And  the 
door  was  shut  in  their  faces ! ' '  And  they  were  not 
admitted.  They  had  omitted  to  render  a  Service, 
and  they  were  not  admitted  to  the  Bridegroom's 
Chamber  to  have  part  in  the  festivities  that  fol- 
lowed. 

Another  thing  we  learn  from  His  teaching  on 
this  subject  is  that  everyone  of  us  is  enjoined  to 
work,  because  He  gives  us  the  story  of  the  talents. 
It  does  not  matter  whether  we  have  one  talent,  or 
two  talents,  or  five  talents,  we  are  required  to  use 
them  for  God.  The  one  who  had  just  one  talent 
came  to  Him  and  said,  6 '  Master,  I  knew  that  thou 
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wast  a  hard  man ;  I  knew  that  thou  reapest  where 
thou  hast  not  sown;  thou  gavest  me  one  talent  and 
I  went  and  hid  it  and  Lo !  I  return  it  to  you  just  as 
you  gave  it  to  me."  "Why  didst  thou  not  invest 
that  one  talent  for  me  ? ' '  And  then  He  turned  to 
those  who  were  around  Him  who  had  rendered 
Him  service,  and  said,  ' '  Take  away  from  him  the 
one  talent  that  he  has  and  cast  the  unprofitable 
servant  into  outer  darkness !  And  there  shall  be 
weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth ! "  He  had  omitted 
to  invest.  It  is  all  through  the  Word  of  God  that 
those  characters  who  have  rendered  the  greatest 
service,  humanly  speaking,  have  been  those  who 
apparently  had  the  simplest  and  the  smallest 
talents  with  which  to  do  it. 

Look  at  Moses,  a  fugitive  from  justice  for  forty 
years  in  Midian,  tending  his  sheep,  with  just  an 
old  shepherd's  crook  in  his  hand.  God  came  to 
him  and  spoke  to  him  in  a  tongue  of  fire  and  said, 
1 '  I  want  you  to  go  back  to  Egypt  where  you  grew 
up,  where  you  lived,  where  you  were  educated, 
and  where  you  stayed  until  you  were  40  years  old, 
and  I  want  you  to  be  my  ambassador  to  King 
Pharaoh  and  have  him  release  My  people,  that 
they  may  go  to  the  land  that  I  promised  Abraham 
years  ago."  Moses  said,  "I  am  slow  of  speech;  I 
never  did  anything  like  that  before  in  my  life,  I 
am  just  a  common,  ordinary  man." 

"Moses,  what  is  that  in  your  hand?"  Read  it 
in  the  book  of  Exodus. 

"0  that's  just  an  ordinary  shepherd's  crook!" 
"Moses,  throw  it  down  on  the  ground!" 
"Moses,  what  is  that  crawling  at  your  feet?" 
"It's  a  little  creeping  serpent!"     That  shep- 
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herd's  crook  has  been  changed.  Life  has  come 
into  it,  and  lo,  the  serpent  is  wriggling  at  the  feet 
of  Moses. 

44  Reach  down  now,  Moses,  and  take  it  by  the 
tail ! J '  He  reached  down  in  obedience  to  the  com- 
mand that  came  from  the  tongue  of  flame  and  the 
old  crook  became  natural  again.  Then  God  said, 
"Is  not  the  power  that  is  able  to  change  the  crook 
into  a  serpent  and  the  serpent  back  into  a  crook 
again,  able  to  use  you  to  do  the  thing  that  needs 
to  be  done!" 

' '  Shamgar,  what  is  that  in  your  hand? ' '  Yonder 
on  the  border  of  Canaan  the  Midianites  have 
engaged  a  great  army  and  they  are  sweeping 
across  the  land.  "What  have  you,  and  what  can 
you  do  in  the  face  of  such  as  this ! ' ' 

"I  have  nothing  but  this  old  ox  goad  that  I  use 
to  prod  the  oxen  as  I  plow  in  the  fields  on  yonder 
farm. 9 ' 

' l  Shamgar,  take  that  old  ox  goad,  and  go,  in  the 
name  of  Jehovah,  and  face  the  Midianites."  And 
so  with  a  small  company  Shamgar  faces  that 
mighty  army  of  Midianites  and  destroys  them  in 
the  name  of  Jehovah. 

"Gideon,  what  is  that  in  your  hand?"  A  most 
unlikely  instrument  ever  man  possessed  to  serve 
God  with.  Nothing  but  an  earthen  pitcher  and 
some  oil  lamps,  nothing  of  a  military  character  at 
all.  But  that  small  company  of  300  go  out  in  the 
name  of  God  when  darkness  is  falling,  they  break 
the  pitchers,  and  the  enemy  is  frightened  and  they 
flee,  and  they  do  not  have  to  strike  a  foe.  God 
has  made  it  possible  for  any  man  or  woman  who 
is  willing,  to  do  a  mighty  service  in  His  vineyard. 
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As  He  walked  in  the  Temple,  He  taught  the  lesson 
of  service. 

I  almost  wish  I  could  leave  off  this  last  lesson, 
but  we  are  compelled  to  take  it.  It  comes  from 
Him  who  gives  us  all  good  lessons.  While  He  was 
engaged  in  this  period  of  instruction,  He  not  only 
taught  that  to  refuse  to  work  will  be  disastrous ; 
that  to  work  for  self  alone  will  be  harmful;  to 
seek  to  work  by  any  other  method  than  His  will  be 
futile;  that  Service  is  the  key  to  heaven,  but  He 
tells  them,  also,  in  a  way  they  can  never  forget,  by 
saying  in  effect,  that  it  is  dangerous  to  omit  serv- 
ice, and  He  gives  them  that  picture  of  the  last 
scenes  on  earth.  On  the  one  side  are  the  sheep 
and  on  the  other  side  are  the  goats.  You  know 
too  well  the  story.  To  those  on  His  right  He  said, 
"I  was  naked,  you  served  Me  by  clothing  Me;  I 
was  hungry,  you  served  Me  by  feeding  Me ;  I  was 
in  prison,  you  served  Me  by  paying  Me  a  visit, 
enter  into  the  joy  provided  for  all  such."  To 
those  on  the  left,  He  did  not  say,  "You  are  liars, 
you  are  murderers,  you  are  thieves."  He  said, 
"I  was  hungry,  you  refused  to  serve  Me  by  feed- 
ing Me ;  I  was  naked  and  you  refused  to  serve  Me 
by  clothing  Me ;  I  was  in  prison  and  you  refused 
to  serve  Me  by  visiting  Me.  I  had  a  Kingdom  to 
establish  in  the  world.  You  simply  omitted  to  do 
the  thing  that  was  before  you;  that  you  could 
have  done  had  you  been  willing  to  use  the  talents 
that  God  the  Creator  endowed  you  with !  Depart, 
ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire  prepared  for  the 
devil  and  his  angels."  The  only  picture  the 
human  race  has  of  the  last  Judgment  is  that  those 
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who  are  sentenced  are  sentenced  not  for  what  they 
have  committed,  but  what  they  have  omitted. 

There  was  a  distinguished  Judge  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  a  man  every  one  respected,  a  man  of 
great  influence  in  the  city.  His  wife  was  an  ad- 
mirable worker  in  the  Church.  He  himself  had 
no  criticism  of  the  Church.  He  was  willing  to 
contribute  to  the  Church;  he  was  even  willing  in 
a  casual,  lackadaisical  fashion  to  accompany  his 
wife  to  the  services,  but  he  would  have  nothing  to 
do  with  being  a  part  of  the  Church. 

One  morning  the  Pastor  of  the  Church  to  which 
his  wife  belonged  called  at  his  office  and  said, 
"  Judge,  I  am  sorry  to  hear  the  report  about  you 
and  your  wife. "  i '  What  do  you  mean  ? J  f  said  the 
Judge.  "I  understand  that  you  and  your  wife 
are  going  to  separate.  After  all  these  years  of 
apparently  living  together  happily,  with  all  the 
influence  you  have  exerted  with  her,  in  your  ap- 
parently exceptional  life,  I  am  sorry,  Judge,  to 
hear  that  you  are  going  to  be  separated  from  your 
wife."  "Why,  what  do  you  mean?"  said  the 
Judge.  "Are  you  crazy?"  "No,"  said  the 
minister  to  the  Judge,  "I  am  not.  I  have  come  to 
you  with  a  message.  I  have  come  to  you  to  tell 
you  what  the  doctor  has  not  told  you,  your  wife  is 
ill  with  an  incurable  disease.  She  may  last  some 
little  while,  and  she  may  leave  you  suddenly. 
Your  wife  is  a  Christian  and  will  go  to  God  at 
death.  You  are  not  a  Christian  and  cannot  go  to 
God.  You  and  your  wife  will  be  separated 
eternally  unless  something  happens,  and  happens 
soon!" 

That  stalwart  Judge  looked  that  minister  in  the 
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face  and  said  to  him,  "  Pastor,  I  never  thought  of 
that  before.  It  never  occurred  to  me.  What  can 
I  do  ?  I  do  not  want  ever  to  be  separated  from  my 
wife.  Teach  me  how.  I  do  not  want  ever  to  be 
separated  from  my  wife.  I  want  to  go  with  her 
when  she  goes.  0  that  period  of  separation! 
From  whom  will  you  and  I  be  separated,  if  not 
now,  sometime?  God  forbid  that  it  shall  be  any 
of  them.  As  He  walked  in  the  Temple,  He  taught 
Service!  'Service!  Service  that  means  first  place 
in  the  human  heart  and  the  human  life. 

Prayer  After  Sermon 
Almighty  God,  our  Heavenly  Father !  We  thank 
Thee  that  we  have  such  a  plain  and  yet  such  a 
thorough  picture  in  Thy  Word  of  the  life  we  are 
to  live  and  may  fulfil  our  mission,  and  come  back 
to  Thee  to  be  received,  not  by  any  merits  of  our 
own,  but  in  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  pray 
Thy  blessing  upon  those  who  are  here  and  upon 
our  entire  household  of  faith.  Grant,  we  pray 
Thee,  that  we  may  so  live  and  serve  Thee  here, 
that  if  the  time  should  ever  come  when  we  should 
be  separated  from  those  we  love  here  that  we  may 
be  reunited  with  them  in  the  other  world.  And  if 
there  are  those  who  do  not  love  Thee  or  do  not 
live  as  they  should,  help  us  to  go  out  in  the  streets 
where  they  live  and  seek  them  out  and  persuade 
them  to  come  in,  that  we  shall  not  be  separated 
from  those  we  love.  We  pray  Thee  for  those  who 
have  not  made  an  open  profession  of  faith.  Let 
Thy  conviction,  even  to  the  point  of  conversion 
and  reconsecration,  come  upon  them  this  night. 
We  ask  it  in  His  name,  and  for  His  sake.    Amen. 


Chaptbk  IV 
WEDNESDAY— JESUS  IN  RETIREMENT 

Text:  "I  pray  for  them."— John  17:9. 

There  is  not  one  single  word  in  Scripture  con- 
cerning what  Jesus  did  on  Wednesday.  It  is  the 
only  day  in  our  Lord's  active  ministry,  that  is, 
His  active«  ministry  that  followed  His  public  intro- 
duction into  the  ministry  after  His  baptism,  the 
only  single  day  when  He  cannot  be  traced.  We 
do  not  know  what  He  did  on  Wednesday.  But 
since  we  know  that  He  went  out  from  the  same 
home,  and  from  the  same  group  of  friends,  back 
to  the  city  again  on  Thursday,  we  can  very  readily 
surmise  and  imagine  that  He  spent  the  day  in 
retirement  with  His  friends  and,  therefore,  our 
subject  for  tonight  is : 

" Jesus  in  Retirement." 

I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  significance  in 
it  at  all,  but  isn't  it  a  singular  fact  that  the 
Protestant  Church  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land,  for  the  most  part,  there  are 
exceptions,  but  for  the  most  part  have  set  aside 
Wednesday  night  as  the  time  in  the  week  when 
they  will  gather  for  their  prayer  service  in  the 
House  of  God?  That  day  Jesus  spent  un- 
doubtedly, although  bear  in  mind  that  there  is  not 
one  word  in  Scripture,  undoubtedly  He  spent  that 
day  in  prayer  and  communion,  and  in  fellowship 
with  His  friends.    It  was  a  house  of  prayer.    Was 
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not  that  a  great  characteristic  of  His,  that  just 
prior  to  some  trying  experience,  when  He  must 
face  some  great  task,  when  He  must  go  through 
some  great  ordeal,  He  found  it  necessary  to  pre- 
pare Himself  for  that  event  by  engaging  in  a 
season  of  prayer  ?  More  than  once  in  His  ministry 
there  were  times  when  He  was  about  to  perform 
some  great  feat;  we  find  Him  in  retirement  in 
privacy,  pouring  out  His  soul  in  prayer  to  God. 
So  when  we  know  that  He  knew  the  revolting 
treatment  He  was  to  suffer ;  that  He  was  to  sit  at 
the  Communion  Table  on  Thursday  night  and 
there  be  seated  with  Him  the  traitor  who  would 
betray  Him ;  knowing,  as  He  must  have  known,  the 
three  trials  He  must  undergo;  knowing  how  He 
was  to  break  down  physically  as  He  went  along 
the  Via  Dolorosa  to  Calvary;  knowing  as  He  must 
have  known  the  physical  pain  He  must  endure  by 
the  piercing  of  the  nails,  by  the  thrust  of  the 
spear ;  knowing  the  agony  through  which  He  must 
pass  by  the  torture  of  the  thorn  crown;  One  who 
was  in  the  habit  of  praying  before  any  great 
ordeal,  so  Jesus  must  have  prepared  Himself; 
must  have  steeled  Himself  for  this  ordeal  ahead 
of  time.  While  we  recognize  that  He  was  the  very 
Son  of  God,  we  recognize  Him  also  as  entirely  a 
human  being. 

In  retiring  for  a  season  of  prayer  on  this  Wed- 
nesday, He  was  only  following  the  custom  of  those 
who  have  given  themselves  in  answer  to  God's 
call  to  be  His  servants  before  they  have  rendered 
effective  service.  They  have  found  it  necessary, 
at  least  they  have  found  it  helpful,  to  retire  for  a 
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period  of  seclusion  and  get  in  communion  with 
God. 

Forty  years  Moses  spent  in  the  mountains  of 
Midian,  away  from  his  own  people  in  Egypt ;  away 
from  those  into  whose  royal  family  he  had  been 
adopted.  God  had  ordered  Moses  out  into  the 
Midian  mountains  for  the  purpose  of  setting  him 
apart  from*  the  world,  so  that  when  his  time  was 
fulfilled  He  could  send  the  tongue  of  fire  to  him 
through  the  burning  bush  and  impart  to  him  the 
message  that  would  make  him  the  greatest  leader 
in  the  entire  history  of  the  nation. 

It  was  fifteen  long  years  after  Samuel  laid  the 
anointing  hand  on  the  head  of  the  younger  son  of 
Jesse  and  said  that  he  should  be  Saul's  successor 
and  Israel's  King  before  he  was  crowned.  Dur- 
ing that  period,  the  young  king,  then  not  yet 
recognized  as  such,  is  pictured  as  being  in  com- 
munion with  God.  He  declared  over  and  over 
again,  in  the  119th  and  other  Psalms  that  was  a 
period  of  meditation  on  the  "Word  of  God. 

Jacob  must  wrestle  all  night  long  at  Jabbok  in 
prayer  before  he  could  face  the  ordeal  that  was 
before  him  the  next  day,  and  from  that  day  his 
name  was  no  longer  known  as  Jacob  but  Israel, 
the. head  of  God's  chosen  and  peculiar  people. 

Isaac  must  wait  for  many  weary  weeks,  and 
work  as  an  humble  farmer,  following  the  plow  on 
his  father's  farm,  and  engage  in  a  long  series  of 
prayers  and  supplications  before  his  servant  re- 
turns and  presents  to  him  the  thing  for  which  he 
prayed. 

All  through  the  Bible,  and  all  through  the 
record  of  Christianity,  wherever  there  has  been 
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advancement,  wherever  there  has  been  the  feat 
of  progress,  it  has  followed  a  period  of  retire- 
ment and  prayer  to  God  on  the  part  of  somebody. 

When  Jonathan  Edwards  preached  that  ser- 
mon, "Sinners  in  the  Hands  of  an  Angry  God," 
the  officials  of  the*  Church  had  been  in  prayer  the 
entire  night  long  before.  He  had  not  spent  more 
time  on  that  sermon  than  any  of  the  others.  He 
had  written  it  in  manuscript  form.  He  read  it  in 
the  same  formal  fashion  in  which  he  had  been 
accustomed  to  read  his  other  sermons.  But  that 
morning  as  he  read  that  sermon  there  must  have 
gone  out  from  his  words  a  power  that  entered  into 
the  hearts  of  the  people  in  the  pews,  until  it  is  said 
that  they  actually  gripped  the  ends  of  their  pews, 
fearing  lest  they  were  about  to  fall  into  perdition 
because  of  the  sins  described  by  their  minister. 

If  there  is  anything  in  the  success  attending 
your  efforts  and  mine  in  Bethany  Temple  today, 
it  is  not  because  of  anything  done  by  any  single 
individual.  It  is  because  we  have  men  and  women 
who  are  at  prayer,  and  I  can  say  to  you  tonight 
that  while  there  are  those  who  are  active  in  this 
campaign  and  in  these  services,  there  are  those 
who  are  bedridden  and  in  pain,  who  are  praying 
and  who  are  seeking  information  as  to  what  suc- 
cess is  attaining  our  efforts. 

Jesus  in  retirement,  praying  for  strength  to 
face  the  ordeal  that  was  ahead  of  Him !  There  is 
the  task  before  the  Church ;  there  is  the  task  be- 
fore every  Christian,  and  that  task  is  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  Master  who  said,  "Go  out 
into  the  streets  and  the  lanes  of  the  city  near  you 
and  persuade  men  to  come  in,  and  then  get  away 
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from  your  own  limits  and  out  into  the  uttermost 
confines  of  the  earth  and  preach  the  Gospel  by 
proxy,  if  not  in  person,  to  all  men  and  all  women 
everywhere. ' ' 

We  find  as  a  result  of  this  period  of  retirement, 
and  we  are  conjecturing  tonight  that  certain 
things  happened,  He  received  a  moral  courage 
which  made  it  possible  for  Him  to  face  the  ordeal 
without  a  tremor.  He  was  never  discouraged. 
Christians  become  discouraged,  those  who  follow 
Him.  Read  the  record  of  His  life  from  the  time 
you  find  it  described  in  the  first  chapters  of  Mark 
and  Luke  right  through  to  the  finish;  to  the  last 
words  mentioned  in  the  last  verses  of  all  of  the 
four  Gospels  you  do  not  find  Him  discouraged 
once. 

Another  thing  you  find  about  Him,  you  never 
find  Him  shirking  His  duty.  You  will  remember 
that  period  when  He  was  going  from  Galilee, 
through  Samaria  into  Judea.  The  Disciples  said, 
' i  You  must  not  go  through  Samaria,  the  Jews  hate 
you,  they  seek  your  life,  you  must  not  go  that 
way."  Did  you  ever  notice  how  calmly  and  yet 
how  forcibly  He  answered  them?  He-  said,  "I 
must  needs  go  through  Samaria."  He  knew  why. 
They  did  not.  He  knew  that  as  He  rested  His 
weary  feet  and  His  weary  body,  seated  on  the  curb 
stones  of  Jacob's  well,  while  His  Disciples  went 
yonder  in  the  village  to  buy  food,  He  knew  that  a 
sinful  woman  would  come  there  to  draw  water. 
He  knew  that  He  could  read  her  innermost  life 
and  by  speaking  unto  her  He  could  bring  her  to  a 
full  consciousness  of  who  He  was,  and  then 
through  her  she  would  go  out  and  bring  in  the 
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citizens  of  Sychar,  and  He  would  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  reveal  His  Messiahship  to  those  who 
were  outside  the  Jewish  race.  "I  must  needs  go 
through  Samaria."  We,need  in  the  Church  today 
courage.  It  is  a  time  when  courage  is  needed. 
Our  standards  as  a  Church  are  being  attacked. 
We  need  not  fear  for  the  result.  But  we  need 
courage  to  stay  and  to  stop  the  attack,  and  turn 
the  forces  that  are  attacking  into  the  forces  that 
are  assisting. 

We  need  men  with  the  courage  of  Martin 
Luther,  who  was  willing  to  nail  his  95  theses  to 
the  door  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  protest- 
ing against  its  wickedness,  and  declaring  himself 
ever  afterward  against  it.  There  is  one  motto 
that  expresses  in  a  single  sentence  the  faith  he 
had  in  a  living  God.  When  he  had  been  climbing 
the  grand  stairway  to  pay  his  penance  money 
for  the  Pope  at  Rome,  somehow  there  flashed  be- 
fore him  this  sentence,  and  from  that  sentence  he 
wrote  out  his  95  declarations,  and  nailed  them  to 
the  door  of  the  Church  at  Wittenburg.  And  later, 
when  in  exile,  he  determined  to  return  to  his 
native  town  of  Worms,  he  was  advised  if  he  should 
go,  the  emissaries  of  Duke  George  would  be  wait- 
ing and  make  short  work  of  him.  I  like  his  reply 
as  he  said,  "I  will  go  into  the  city  if  there  are  as 
many  Duke  Georges  in  the  city  as  there  are  tiles 
on  the  roofs  of  the  buildings.' '  He  went,  and  be- 
cause of  his  fearlessness  we  have  the  great 
Protestant  Church. 

In  order  to  have  this  type  of  courage,  we  must 
of  necessity  have  the  right  type  of  faith,  faith  that 
is  ready  to  venture;  faith  that  is  ready  to  go 
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where  we  cannot  see  the  end.  Did  you  ever  stop 
to  think  that  when  the  children  of  Israel  came 
down  to  the  Red  Sea  to  cross,  they  were  in  a  very 
peculiar  plight.  The  sea  was  before  them  and 
Pharaoh's  army  was  behind  them,  and  we  read 
that  ivhen  the  soles  of  their  feet  touched  the  water 
it  divided!  What  would  we  have  done?  We 
would  have  stood  ten  feet  away,  and  we  would 
have  said, ' '  Come  now,  let  us  see  the  waters  divide 
before  we  start ! ' 9  But  they  started  first,  the  soles 
of  their  feet  touching  the  water,  and  then  it 
divided. 

Did  you  ever  note  that  when  Elijah  was  told  to 

betake  himself  out  of  the  land,  he  did  not  meet  the 

widow  and  her  lone  son  and  her  supply  of  meal 

i  mtil  the  end  of  the  journey,  not  prior  to  that. 

V  Ve.want  a  faith  that  will  make  it  possible  for  us 

]  o  go  on,  and  that  kind  of  faith  will  manifest  itself 

\  n  a  courage  which  will  make  us  stand  up  and  be 

true  to  our  profession  of  faith  in  Christ  wherever 

we  are. 

There  is  one  other  thing  to  which  I  want  to  call 
your  attention,  as  we  are  speaking  in  a  rather  con- 
jectural fashion  concerning  the  Wednesday  of  our 
Lord 's  retirement  on  earth,  before  the  Crucifixion, 
while  He  was  in  all  probability  in  the  home  at 
Bethany,  meditating,  communing,  praying.  I 
want  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  during 
all  this  time  the  Devil  was  at  work.  Judas  was 
not  with  Him.  Judas  was  out  laying  prepara- 
tions for  his  nefarious  work.  If  Christians  would 
work  as  faithfully  and  as  diligently  as  his  Satanic 
Majesty,  the  power  of  the  Church  would  be  multi- 
plied ten   fold.     The  harder  we  work  as  indi- 


50  PASSION  WEEK  SERMONS 

viduals,  the  harder  we  work  as  a  Church,  the 
harder  the  Devil  is  going  to  confront  us  and  lay 
his  plans  for  obstructing  the  work  we  are  trying 
to  do.  Start  out  and  try  to  do  something  more  for 
Christ  tomorrow  than  you  have  ever  done  before 
in  your  life,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  you  will 
strike  obstacles  before  sunset. 

While  Jesus  was  in  retirement,  praying  for 
power,  and  preparing  Himself  for  His  task,  the 
Devil  was  busy,  the  audacious  impudence  of  the 
Devil,  he  entered  the  Garden  of  Eden  and  drove 
our  first  parents  from  it.  He  had  the  impudence 
to  stand  in  the  face  of  the  Son  of  God,  immediately 
after  He  was  outwardly  set  apart  for  His  inward 
work  of  the  Messiah,  and  took  Him  off  into  a 
mountain  and  tempted  Him  in  a  most  cruel 
fashion.  And  now  the  Devil  is  busy  seeking  to 
overthrow  Him. 

But  there  is  another  thing  which  is  not  recorded 
of  this  day,  or  of  any  succeeding  day,  and  that  is 
that  He  found  no  fault  with,  or  criticized  His 
enemies,  even  when  the  traitor,  Judas,  approached 
Him,  and  implanted  that  treacherous  kiss  and  thus 
pointed  Him  out  to  the  rabble.  He  said  to  Judas, 
"Friend,  whence  cometh  thou."  He  does  not 
censure.  He  does  not  complain.  He  sees  His 
duty!  He  knows  His  task!  He  understands  the 
will  of  God  for  Him,  and  He  goes  straight  to 
Calvary  not  stopping  one  inch ! 

What  shall  be  our  final  lesson  from  our  Lord's 
retirement.  Our  lesson  can  be  but  this :  Before 
the  hour  of  any  great  task  or  trial,  get  alone  with 
God.  Shirk  not  your  duty.  Find  no  fault  with 
your  enemies.    Complain  not  of  your  task  or  your 
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ordeal.  Forgive  others  and  ultimately  final  for- 
giveness will  come  to  you  when  you  stand  before 
the  final  bar  of  justice.  In  and  through  no  merit 
of  ours,  but  through  His,  we  will  hear  the  Bene- 
diction of  all  Benedictions,  "Come  ye  blessed, 
inherit  the  Kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world.' ' 


Chapter  V 

THURSDAY— JESUS  IN  COMMUNION 

(Communion  Sermon) 

Text:  "This  do  in  remembrance  of  me" — Luke  22:19. 

When  I  was  in  Jerusalem  I  made  a  very 
strenuous  effort  to  get  into  that  Upper  Room  in 
Jerusalem  during  my  stay  there.  It  was  the  only 
place  we  could  not  enter  under  any  condition.  It 
was  under  the  control  of  the  Mohammedans,  and 
it  being  near  Easter  time,  they  were  guarding 
that  Upper  Room  very  carefully. 

We  have  been  following  Jesus  through  the 
week,  day  by  day.  We  find  Him  entering  the  city 
and  Temple  in  triumph  on  Sunday.  We  find  Him 
busied  in  worship,  or  in  things  that  pertain  to 
worship,  on  Monday  in  the  Temple.  We  find  Him 
again  in  the  Temple  on  Tuesday,  giving  what  we 
might  call  a  dissertation  on  the  service  expected 
and  demanded  of  His  followers.  We  find  Him, 
so  far  as  we  can  ascertain,  spending  Wednesday 
during  the  day,  as  well  as  in  the  evening,  with  His 
friends  at  Bethany. 

On  Thursday  He  returns  to  the  city  and  to  the 
Temple.  Did  you  ever  think  what  an  admiration, 
what  a  fondness  He  had  for  the  Temple,  and  for 
the  Synagogue,  a  branch  of  the  Temple?  How 
often  we  read  that  He  took  His  accustomed  place 
in  the  Synagogue !  How  often  we  read  He  found 
His  way  into  the  Temple!     How  often  we  hear 
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Him  making  reference  to  it !  The  Temple  was  the 
Church  of  His  early  training.  It  was  the  Church 
of  His  day.  He  was  loyal  and  faithful  to  it  until 
the  very  last  moment  of  His  earthly  life. 

And  so  we  find  Him  in  the  Temple  during 
Thursday.  There  we  find  Him  recognizing  the 
fact  that  because  of  His  nationality  and  because 
of  His  training,  He  is  entitled,  it  is  incumbent 
upon  Him,  to  participate  in  the  established  feast 
of  the  Church,  the  Feast  of  the  Passover,  which 
commemorated  the  deliverance  of  Israel  from  the 
bondage  and  slavery  of  Egypt.  He  knew  from 
past  experience,  He  knew  from  inherent  and 
supernatural  knowledge  that  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble for  Him  to  have  any  part  in  the  Passover 
celebration  in  connection  with  the  Temple  serv- 
ices. The  Temple  authorities  had  now  completely 
turned  against  Him.  They  had  recognized  Him 
as  a  genius  when  a  boy.  They  had  recognized 
Him  as  one  being  able  to  speak  above  the  average, 
for  they  had  made  the  statement  that  "never  man 
spake  like  this  man."  They  had  already  attrib- 
uted to  Him  a  supernatural  power,  for  one  had 
said,  "No  man  can  do  these  things  that  He  doeth 
except  God  be  with  Him."  They  had  recognized 
Him  as  being  more  than  the  average  man. 

Notwithstanding  this,  they  had  rejected  Him, 
and  they  had  refused  Him  a  place  to  participate 
in  the  great  Annual  Passover  Feast  with  them. 
Realizing  the  situation,  the  Disciples  said  to  Him, 
"Where  wilt  Thou  that  we  shall  make  ready  to 
observe  the  Passover  Feast  ourselves."  Perhaps 
the  Disciples  were  thinking  they  would  follow  the 
same  course,  the  only  difference  being,  ejected,  as 
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it  were,  from  the  Temple,  they  would  still  be  loyal 
and  hold  the  Passover  Feast. 

Jesus  said  to  them,  "Go  into  the  city,  and  you 
will  find  a  man  carrying  a  pitcher  of  water.  Fol- 
low him.  "Where  he  enters  in,  you  go  and  say  to 
the  man  of  that  house,  '  Where  is  your  guest 
chamber  where  the  Master  shall  observe  the  Pass- 
over Feast.'  "  That  must  have  been  a  Disciple 
of  Christ.  For  the  guest  chamber  was  ready  and 
willingly  given.  All  preparations  were  made,  and 
in  this  guest  chamber,  Christ  with  His  Disciples, 
on  Thursday  evening,  sat  down  in  the  customary 
fashion  to  partake  of  the  elements  of  the  old 
Jewish  Passover. 

As  they  were  served  together  in  this  fashion, 
certain  things  ought  to  be  noticed. 

In  the  first  place,  let  us  remember  and  recall 
that  He  understood  that  it  was  the  last  evening 
before  the  crucifixion  with  His  little  company  of 
Disciples.  What  a  fellow-feeling  must  have  gone 
out  as  that  little  company  gathered  in  that  guest 
chamber,  in  that  upper  room,  and  yet,  notwith- 
standing all  that  they  had  been  taught;  notwith- 
standing all  that  they  had  seen;  notwithstanding 
that  they  had  right  before  them  the  fact  that  a 
miracle  had  been  performed,  He  told  them  where 
to  go  to  find  a  room,  and  they  had  found  it  as  He 
had  said.  It  was  given  for  the  purpose  named; 
notwithstanding  this,  there  is  strife  among  the 
Disciples.  0  the  courage,  the  brazenness  of 
Satan!  He  creeps  into  every  hole,  even  into  the 
very  presence  of  the  Son  of  God.  Strife  among 
the  Disciples!  As  they  are  eating  the  Passover 
elements !    And  then  He  did  one  of  the  most  beau- 
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tiful  things  He  ever  did  in  His  earthly  life,  unless 
it  was  a  more  beautiful  thing  to  call  back  to  life 
one  who  had  been  dead  and  send  him  back  to  his 
loved  ones,  at  least,  next  to  this  the  most  beauti- 
ful act  of  His  entire  ministry,  He  showed  them, 
who  were  thinking  who  should  be  the  greatest  in 
His  Kingdom,  that  it  was  not  pride  that  made  Him 
what  He  was.  He  takes  a  common  towel  and  a 
basin  of  water  for  the  purpose  of  washing  the 
dirt  from  their  weary  feet.  Taking  this  humble 
attitude,  He  washes  the  feet  of  His  Disciples  and 
dries  them  with  the  towel  with  which  He  was 
girded  about.  What  a  beautiful  lesson  of  hu- 
mility. 

Then,  as  they  returned  to  their  conversation  at 
the  table,  He  recognizes  that  there  is  another 
break  in  the  harmony,  for  we  read  that  He  knew 
who  would  betray  Him  and  said,  "One  of  you 
shall  betray  me."  And  they  began  to  ask  the 
question,  "Lord,  is  it  It"  I  suspect  Judas  also 
asked  that  question  and  emphasized  it  as  much  as 
the  others.  "Lord,  is  it  I?"  And  the  Master  re- 
plied, "It  is  the  one  with  whose  hand  I  put  mine 
into  the  bowl  of  sop."  "Behold,  the  hand  of  him 
that  betrayed  me  on  the  table  with  me." 

Then  we  read  of  the  break  from  the  observance 
of  the  Passover  in  its  old  way  to  the  Institution 
of  the  Lord's  Passover,  or  the  Lord's  Supper,  in 
the  new  way.  He  took  the  bread  and  brake  it  and 
gave  to  His  Disciples,  and  said,  "This  is  my 
body, 9 '  not  the  body  of  an  innqcent  lamb,  part  of 
which,  perhaps,  they  had  been  eating.  "This  is 
my  body,  broken  for  you."  Then  He  took  the 
juice  of  the  grape  and  in  like  manner  passed  it  to 
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them.  Bear  in  mind  that  it  was  emblematic  or 
symbolic  of  His  blood,  that  He  knew  would  pour 
in  red  streams  from  His  hands  and  face  and  brow 
on  the  hill  of  Calvary  a  few  hours  hence. 

Then,  having  thus  instituted  the  Lord's  Supper, 
we  can  well  conjecture  that  it  was  done  without 
any  reluctance,  for  we  read  that  they  concluded 
that  service  by  the  singing  of  a  hymn,  and  then 
came  what  we  have  come  to  call  the  Intercessory 
prayer,  when  He  prayed  for  His  own,  and  declared 
that  having  loved  His  own,  He  will  love  them  to 
the  end.  Then,  having  engaged  in  the  singing  of 
a  hymn  He  goes  out  to  Olivet,  and  to  Gethsemane 
and  to  Calvary. 

As  we  are  here  tonight  with  these  things  before 
our  minds,  and  as  we  are  thinking  of  this  Upper 
Room,  and  these  happenings,  briefly  and  perhaps 
inaccurately  referred  to,  let  us  remember  certain 
things,  for  His  own  declaration  is  that  we  should 
do  these  things,  that  we  should  commemorate  His 
sacrifice,  remembering  Him,  "This  do  in  remem- 
brance of  me." 

Let  us  remember  tonight,  friends,  in  this  world 
of  pride,  in  this  world  of  self-seeking,  His  hu- 
mility. How  humble  was  He!  There  was  no 
home  of  His  own  in  which  He  could  be  born !  He 
was  born  in  a  borrowed  barn  or  stable !  He  rode 
a  borrowed  colt !  He  roomed  in  a  borrowed  room ! 
He  slept  in  a  borrowed  tomb!  0  friends,  what 
humility!  Let  us  remember  that  the  life  that  is 
nearest  to  His  is  the  life  that  is  humble.  Many 
have  been  the  times  that  I  have  walked  through 
the  wheat  fields  in  the  early  days  of  June.  What 
have  I  observed?    The  heads  of  wheat  practically 
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empty,  standing  up  straight,  but  the  heads  that 
were  full  of  grains,  bent  low.  The  life  that  has 
little  of  Christ  will  stand  erect  and  demand  its 
personal  rights  in  the  name  of  pride.  The  life 
that  is  fullest  of  Christ  will  bow  the  lowest.  Let 
us.  remember  the-  new  commandment  that  He 
gave,  "A  new  commandment  give  I  unto  you  that 
ye  love  one  another. ' y  He  knew  what  He  was  say- 
ing. He  knew  it  might  be  hard  for  that  beloved 
Disciple,  John,  to  love.  Peter ;  He  knew  it  would 
be  hard  for  all  of  them  to  have  a  feeling  of  for- 
giveness, and  forgetfulness  and  love  toward 
Judas,  the  traitor.  "Love  ye  one  another !" 
There  were  no  exceptions. 

Let  us  remember  His  consolation  speech,  in  the 
presence  of  His  friends,  "Let  not  your  hearts  be 
troubled:  ye  believe  in  God,  believe  also  in  me. 
In  my  Father's  house  are  many  mansions:  if  it 
were  not  so,  I  would  have  told  you.  I  go  to  pre- 
pare a  place  for  you.  And  if  I  go  to  prepare  a 
place  for  you,  I  will  come  again,  and  receive  you 
unto  myself. f  9    0  what  a  value !    0  wrhat  a  worth ! 

Let  us  remember  His  humility !  Let  us  remem- 
ber His  new  commandment!  Let  us  remember 
His  consolation  speech,  today,  tomorrow,  in  the 
last  days  of  our  lives,  to  find  in  it  light,  as  it  were, 
that  will  make  it  possible  for  us  to  walk  through 
the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  and  sit  down 
with  Him,  to  sup  with  Him,  in  those  mansions  of 
which  He  spoke. 

Prayer  After  "Sermon 

Almighty  God,  our  heavenly  Father !  We  thank 
Thee  for  the  life  of  Thy  Son !  0  Lord  Jesus,  we 
thank  Thee  for  the  gift,  of  Thyself.    Take  us  now, 
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we  pray  Thee,  and  enable  us  to  offer  exceptional 
service  as  we  take  the  elements.  Help  us  to  re- 
member Thy  love,  and  Thy  sacrifice;  and  Thy 
place  of  intercession,  and  to  call  upon  Thy  name 
for  help,  for  there  is  no  other  Name  under  heaven 
whereby  men  may  be  saved.  Hear  us,  we  pray 
Thee,  for  Thy  own  Name's  sake.    Amen. 


Chapter  VI 
GOOD  FEIDAY— JESUS  IN  AGONY 

Text:  "And  they  crucified  him." — Matthew  27:35. 

We  started  out  last  Sunday  in  visualizing  in  our 
minds  the  triumphal  entry  of  Christ  into  Jerusa- 
lem, exercising  the  Kingly  right  that  justly  be- 
longed to  Him.  We  find  Him,  on  Monday,  partici- 
pating in  the  service,  or  work  of  the  Temple, 
teaching  us  a  lesson  of  service,  as  it  relates  to 
worship.  We  find  Him,  on  Tuesday,  giving  what 
we  would  call  in  these  days  a  lecture  on  the  serv- 
ice expected  and  demanded  of  those  who  would  be 
rightfully  connected  with  the  Temple,  and  who 
would  become  followers*  of  His.  Wednesday,  dur- 
ing the  day  and  evening,  we  find  Him  in  the  house 
of  retirement,  at  Bethany,  with  His  friends, 
though  there  is  not  one  word  in  Scripture,  telling 
us  what  He  said  or  did  on  that  day.  Thursday  we 
find  Him  back  in  the  city,  in  the  upper  room  with 
His  Disciples,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening 
actually  participating  in  the  old  Jewish  Passover. 
Then,  in  the  midst  of  the  service,  realizing  that 
He  had  been  rejected  by  the  Jews,  and  not 
allowed  any  place  in  the  observance  of  the  Pass- 
over, at  its  centre  in  the-  Temple,  He  institutes 
another  Passover  Feast,  so  to  speak,  that  is,  He 
changes  the  form  of  the  observance  without 
changing  the  purpose  of  the  Passover  Feast. 
Instead  of  using  the  lamb  and  its  broth,  and  the 
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herb  and  bread  provided  according  to  the  Jewish 
law,  He  simply  takes  the  unleavened  bread, 
breaks  that  and  says,  ' '  This  will  represent  to  you 
ever  afterward,  when  you  do  it,  the  breaking  of 
My  body.  This  do  in  remembrance  of  me." 
Then.  He.  takes  the.  juice*  of  the  grape  that  they 
were  serving  in  connection  with  the.  Passover 
meal  and  gives  it  to  them  and  says,  "Drink  ye  all 
of  this,  for  this,  will  remind  you  of  my  blood  soon 
to  be  shed  on  Calvary."  After  they  had  thus  ob- 
served, and  He  had  instituted  the  Lord's  Supper, 
as.a  worthy  successor  to  the  Passover  Feast,  and 
after  they  had  joined  together  in  the  singing  of  a 
hymn,  He  goes  out  to  Gethsemane.  He  goes  out 
in  the  strength  of  His  full  humanity ;  He  goes  out 
in  the  strength  of  His  complete-  Divinity.  His 
humanity  yielding,  we  find  Him  on  the  slopes  of 
the  hill,  praying  that  the  cup  might  pass  from 
Him,  an  ordinary  way  of  expressing  that  that 
great  trial  which  He  was  about  to  undergo  might 
be  taken  from  Him. 

After  praying  alone  for  a  while  He  returned 
to  where  His  Disciples  had  waited.  He  had  gone 
yonder,  alone,  to  pray.  He  loved  to  pray  alone. 
When  He  came  back,  notwithstanding  the  words 
He  had  spoken  when  He  was  instituting  the  Lord's 
Supper;  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  He  had 
said  that  it  would  be  the  last  time  He  would  sup 
with  them  until  they  would  eat  with  Him  in  the 
Kingdom,  they  were  asleep.  And  He  comes  to 
them  with  that  plaintive,  pathetic  appeal,  "What ! 
Could  ye  not  watch  with  me  one  hour?"  And 
then  He  returns  to  the  lonesome  spot  in  Geth- 
semane to  complete  His  prayer.    And  we  read  that 
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as  thus  He  prayed,  so  intense  was  His  appeal,  so 
intent  was  He  as.  He  knew  the  agonies  of  the 
Cross,  that  the  perspiration  which  came  on  His 
brow  was  as  drops  of  blood.  Then,  in  submission 
to  the  will  of  God,  His  Father,  He  said,  "Never- 
theless, Thy  will  be  done."  In  other  words,  "It 
is  an  awful  thing  that  faces  Me,  the  like  of  pain 
and  agony  is  not  known  elsewhere  among  men. 
Nevertheless,  Father,  if  it  is-  Thy  will,  it  is  My 
Will."  Then  He  returned  to  His  Disciples,  and 
notice  the  note  of  sympathy  and  pity,  "Sleep  on, 
now ! ' ' 

Then  cometh  the  traitor,  with  him  a  veritable 
mob,  armed  as  if  coming  to  take  a  bandit,  or  a 
murderer,  but  when  they  approached  Him,  Judas 
in  the  lead,  whom  He  recognized,  hear  what  He 
says,  "Friend!  Whence  cometh  thou?  Whom 
dost  Thou  seek?"  Then  Judas- gives  answer  by 
kissing  Him  as  if  he  still  loved  Him.  That  was 
the  sign  or  gesture  that  would  reveal  the  identity 
of  Christ  to  the  mob,  and  they  laid  hands  on  Him, 
not  without  slight  resistance  from  Peter,  who 
drew  His  sword  and  smote  off  the  ear  of  the  High 
Priest.  But  see  Jesus  again  in  His  absolute  lack 
of  revenge,  as  He  orders  Peter  to  take  the  severed 
ear  and  place  it  back,  and  there  it  remains  as  if 
nothing  had  happened. 

Then  begin  the  three  successive  trials.  Then 
follows  the  stripping  and  the  disrobing.  Then 
comes  the  foul  treatment  of  the.  mob,  spitting  in 
His- face.  Then  comes  the  cruel  torture  of  making 
a  mock  crown  out  of  thorns  and  placing  it  on  His 
brow,  as  if  to  say,  "You  claimed  to  be  a  King. 
We  will  crown  you!"    And  so  they  crown  Him. 


62  PASSION  WEEK  SERMONS 

Then,  when  false  and  purchased-  witnesses  had 
appeared  against  Him,  the  Judge  who  had  the 
final  decision  to  make  was  compelled  to  say,  "I 
find  no  fault  in  him."  But  the  mob  cried, 
"Crucify  him!  Crucify  him!"  And  so  Pilate 
surrenders  Him  to  the  crying  crowd. 

They  have  made  suitable  preparations,  accord- 
ing to  the  Roman  custom,  to  execute  Him,  and  add 
insult  to  injury.  They  decided  to  execute  Him 
and  two  thieves  at  the  same  time;  two  thieves 
under  sentence  were  to  receive  the  full  justice  of 
the  law,  one  on  either  side.  What  a  disgrace !  It 
was  a  characteristic  of  Rome  and  all  Roman 
provinces  that  the  most  ignominious  manner  of 
execution  was  execution  on  the  Cross,  and  to  add 
to  the  ignominy  of  this  execution,  a  thief  was  to 
be  placed  on  either  side  of  Him. 

And  so  we  see  them  as  they  proceed  to  the 
Crucifixion.  At  the  very  outset,  let  us  ask  the 
question,  as  they  have  Him  in  their  hands,  by  the 
consent  of  the  Judge,  and  as  their  decision  is  to 
crucify  Him,  where  will  they  crucify  Him?  Not 
within  the  city.  They  would  not  do  that,  as  Jews, 
for  one  minute.  They  would  not  think  of  having 
the  blood,  I  say  it  reverently,  the  blood  of  a  "rene- 
gade" Jew  even  on  the  ground  in  their  streets. 
To  them  He  was  that.  He  was  of  Jewish  parent- 
age, He  was  of  Jewish  training,  He  was  Jewish 
from  every  angle  we  can  consider,  but  He  had 
claimed  to  be  more  than  a  Jew,  different  from  a 
Jew,  a  i '  renegade ' f  from  their  standpoint.  They 
would  not  foul  their  city  with  His  blood.  They 
would  take  Him  beyond  the  city  limits.  It  was 
characteristic  of  all  we  know  about  Him,    There 
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was  no  Jewish  Inn  in  which  He  could  be  born! 
There  was  no  Jewish  colt  for  Him  to  ride  into  the 
city  the  single  time  He  was  manifesting  His 
royalty !  There  was  no  Jewish  home  open  to  Him 
in  which  He  could  have  His  last  Supper  with  His 
Disciples.  There  is  no  room,  nook  or  corner  in 
the  Jewish  City  where  He  can  die.  There  is  now 
no  Jewish  tomb  ready  when  He  is  dead.  It  must 
be  borrowed  outside  the  place  where  we  have 
every  right  to  expect  it  to  be,  outside  the  city 
walls ! 

By  whom  was  He  crucified?  is  our  next  question. 
Our  Jewish  friends  today,  and  note,  please,  that 
I  call  them  our  friends,  they  are  a  peculiar  peo- 
ple, they  are  God's  chosen  people,  they  have  been 
scattered  over  the  earth  before  in  their  history. 
They  were  in  Babylon  in  a  very  similar  condition 
in  which  we  find  them  today,  but  in  each  case,  God, 
in  His  own  way  and  His  own  time,  brought  them 
back  to  their  own  place.  Wherever  they  have 
gone,  they  have  maintained  their  identity.  A  Jew 
is  a  Jew  wherever  you  find  him.  What  is  the  best 
evidence  of  the  inspiration  of  God's  Word?  The 
best  proof  of  the  fact  that  Jehovah  is  the  true 
God?  I  answer  you  in  one  word,  "Jew!"  It 
cannot  be  explained  in  any  other  way.  Our 
Jewish  friends  say  they  did  not  crucify  Christ. 
They  did!  For  it  was  their  leaders  and  their 
representatives  that  demanded  Him  at  the  hands 
of  the  Roman  authorities.  While  they  did  not 
drive,  perhaps,  the  nails  and  thrust  the  spear, 
they  demanded  of  the  authorities  that  these  things 
should  be  done.  Pilate  had  little  to  say  as  to 
whether  He  could  be  crucified  or  not.    He  was  a 
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Roman.  They,  the  Jews,  demanded  Him!  The 
Jews  demanded  Him,  as  Pilate  tells  us,  because 
they  envied  Him.  The  Romans  acted  as  repre- 
sentatives of  authority  for  the  Jews,  and  they  did 
it  for  policy's  sake.  They  wanted  to  keep  in  the 
good  graces  of  the  Jews  who  dominated  and  pre- 
dominated that  territory.  The  Romans  did  their 
part  for  policy's  sake!  The  Jews  did  their  part 
for  envy's  sake.  But  note  that  the  element  in  the 
Jewish  faction  that  did  it  were  those  that  repre- 
sented the  established  Church  of  Judaism,  the 
leaders  in  the  Church,  and  they  did  it  for  Judaism. 
There  we  have  three  things  that  resulted  in,  and 
led  to  the  Crucifixion  of  Christ : 

1.  Envy  on  the  part  of  the  Jews  because  He 
claimed  to  be  the  Messiah; 

2.  Policy  on  the  part  of  the  Romans,  because 
they  listened  to  the  call  of  the  majority  of  the 
population,  and  they  wanted  to  put  Rome  in  the 
good  graces  of  the  Jewish  element ; 

3.  The  Jewish  people  were  jealous.  He  acted 
as  One  with  authority.  "  Never  man  spake  like 
this  man." 

These  three  elements,  friends,  are  abroad  in  the 
world  today,  which  are  nailing  Him  to  the  Cross, 
the  element  of  envy,  the  element  of  policy,  which 
is  a  polite  way  of  expressing  "Selfishness,"  and 
the  element  of  jealousy.  These  are  the  three 
thorns  that  buried  themselves  deepest  in  the  brow 
of  the  Crucified  Christ  of  Calvary. 

Our  next  question  after  we  have  asked,  "Where 
was  He  crucified!"  and  "By  whom  was  He 
crucified?"  is,  "How  was  He  crucified?"  It  is 
not  one  of  the  most  delightful  pictures  to  look  on, 
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and  we,  of  the  Protestant  Church,  are  given  to 
criticize  and  take  exception  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  that  they  visualize  it  before  their  people. 
I  am  holding  no  brief  for  them  in  their  method  or 
custom.  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary,  but  I  do 
think  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  keep  before  our 
minds  just  exactly  the  thing  which  happened  be- 
tween 12  and  3  o'clock  on  that  Good  Friday  on 
Calvary. 

If  I  should  live  to  be  a  hundred  years  old  or 
more,  I  shall  never  forget  that  walk  I  took  from 
my  hotel  in  Jerusalem  out  to  Pilate's  Judgment 
Hall,  and  there  having  recited  the  incident  in  con- 
nection with  Pilate's  experience  with  Christ,  and 
then  following  the  way  which  is  supposed  to  be 
the  way  Christ  went  to  His  execution.  We 
stopped,  for  instance,  where  there  is  a  little  monu- 
ment, and  where  we  were  told  (of  course,  no  one 
knows  just  where,  we  only  know  it  is  a  fact),  but 
here  we  were  told  was  the  place  where,  weakened 
by  the  loss  of  blood,  weakened  by  the  loss  of  sleep, 
weakened  because  He  had  no  food,  Jesus  who  had 
to  carry  His  own  cross  (the  crosses  on  which  the 
thieves  were  crucified  probably  were  taken  by  the 
Roman  soldiers  or  the  Jews),  but  to  add  insult  to 
injury,  He  is  compelled  to  carry  His  own  cross, 
that  heavy  wooden  structure,  and  at  this  point,  we 
are  told,  he  falls  beneath  its  load,  physically  ex- 
hausted. Then  comes  Simon,  and  in  the  act  of  a 
friend,  carries  the  Cross  the  remainder  of  the 
way  to  its  point  on  Calvary. 

Now,  the  full  execution  was  done  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  the  Jews,  and  by  the  Roman  soldiers,  and 
a  soldier  does  everything  in  precision,  everything 
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in  perfect  order,  everything  prearranged.  Go 
with  me,  as  I  went,  in  the  mind's  eye,  and  see  here 
a  hole  dug  in  the  ground,  for  one  Cross,  and  here 
another,  and  there  a  third.  See  by  this  one  the 
Cross  which  Simon  had  carried.  See  the  first  two 
crosses  being  put  in  their  places.  See  Simon  as 
he  comes  up  with  the  third  cross,  laying  it  down. 
See  a  Roman  soldier  at  each  end  of  the  cross- 
piece  and  two  at  the  feet.  See  the  hammer,  and 
see,  in  soldierlike  precision,  the  nails  lying  there. 
See  the  soldiers  standing  at  attention,  waiting  for 
orders.  Watch  them  nail  the  two  thieves.  Then, 
reaching  the  third  Cross,  they  place  Christ,  in  His 
exhausted  condition,  lengthwise  on  the  Cross, 
stretching  out  His  arms.  See  the  soldiers  stand- 
ing at  perfect  attention.  See  the  Centurion 
standing  by  and  giving  orders.  Watch  the  sol- 
diers as  they  work  in  perfect  unison,  one  at  each 
foot,  perhaps,  one  at  the  head,  one  at  each  hand. 
They  lift  the  nails  to  the  flesh  and  with  a  second 
order  they  strike  the  blow,  and  the  cold  steel 
pierces  the  flesh.  Then  hear  the  thud  as  it  pene- 
trates the  wood  of  the  Cross,  agony  upon  agony, 
but  worse  is  to  come.  We  will  not  see  the  two 
thieves  now,  for  when  we  justly  deserve  what  we 
get,  our  affections  differ,  but  watch  those  soldiers, 
as  the  soldierly  command  is  given  to  lift  the  cross 
upright,  and  it  falls  with  a  thud  in  the  hole,  His 
weight  on  His  hands  and  feet,  the  nails  holding 
secure  as  He  hangs  there.  Hear  Him,  not  a  word 
of  censure,  not  a  word  of  criticism.  Hear  Him  as 
He  speaks  seven  times!  Hear  Him  as  He  says, 
"Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what 
they  do."     Hear  Him  as  He  says,  "I  thirst !" 
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Watch  that  barbarous  soldier  thrusting  a  sop  of 
vinegar  to  a  dying  man  to  quench  His  thirst,  in- 
sult to  injury.  See  Him  as  He  hangs  there  for 
three  long  hours  and,  at  least,  hear  Him  say, 
"Father,  into  Thy  hands  do  I  commend  my 
Spirit." 

Look!  You  can  no  longer  see!  The  King  of 
Light  refuses  to  give  its  light!  The  sun  is 
darkened!  The  earth  trembles  as  if  a  hidden 
hand  was  shaking  it!  The  rocks  are  rent!  The 
dead  in  yonder  cemetery  at  the  foot  of  the  hill 
come  stalking  forth  into  life  again!  The  silence 
is  broken  by  the  Centurion  as  he  says,  "Surely, 
he  must  have  been  the  Son  of  God."  Watch  the 
women!  They  do  not  leave  the  Cross.  Behold 
that  mother's  heart,  and  those  two  others!  See 
the  crowds  as  they  slink  away  like  cowed  curs, 
realizing  now,  at  least  in  a  measure,  what  they 
had  done.  Even  watch  the  Disciples.  We  would 
expect  them  who  had  been  in  constant  company 
with  Him,  we  would  expect  them  who  had  eaten 
out  of  His  hand,  we  would  expect  them,  as  quickly 
as  possible,  to  take  down  that  form  from  the 
Cross.  But,  no!  it  remains,  as  was  the  custom, 
for  another  to  lend  Him  assistance,  Joseph  of 
Arimathea,  an  unrecognized  follower  of  the  Lord, 
takes  Him  down  and  buries  Him  in  his  unfinished 
tomb.  Nicodemus,  who  had  that  interview  with 
Him  under  cover  of  night,  who  was  also  a  secret 
follower,  also  came  to  His  assistance,  and  these 
two  unrecognized  friends  take  the  body  down  and 
lay  it  away  in  the  tomb. 

For  whom  was  it  done?  is  our  next  question. 
It  is  an  unsightly  picture,  friends.    It  is  a  picture 
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you  do  not  like  to  keep  before  you  very  long.  It 
is  a  picture  some  of  you  may  censure  because  I 
presented  it  in  such  a  realistic  fashion.  But  it  is 
a  picture  you  must  recognize  here,  or  you  will 
never  recognize  Him  there.  For  whom?  For 
you !  For  me !  For  Americans !  For  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race !  For  the  sinners  of  the  world  for  all 
time !  "And  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up,  will  draw  all  men 
unto  me."  That's  the  language  of  Calvary  and 
it  is  as  much  for  the  heathen  in  Africa  and  the 
bandits  in  the  innermost  regions  of  China,  as 
much  as  for  the  cultured,  and  the  refined,  and  the 
wealthy  of  Philadelphia ;  for  the  sins  of  the  world, 
as  well  as  for  the  sins  of  the  individual.  I  need 
only  to  call  your  attention  to  such  characters  as 
Jerry  Macauley,  fallen  in  sin  as  low  as  mortal 
man  can  fall,  and  yet,  coming  to  Calvary  and  be- 
ing washed  in  its  blood,  he  becomes  one  of  the 
purest  and  noblest  and  the  saintliest  men  the  last 
century  ever  knew!  The  same  is  true  of  Sam 
Hadley.  The  same  is  true  of  John  B.  Gough,  the 
great  Temperance  Reformer.  The  same  is  true 
of  those  characters  mentioned  in  that  book  worth 
reading,  "Twice  Born  Men,"  by  Begbie. 

But  if  Christ  is  for  the  individual,  then  He  is 
for  the  individuals  collectively,  and  for  the 
nations.  That  legacy  of  Calvary  and  what  pre- 
ceded it,  and  what  followed  it,  has  absolutely 
changed  the  map  of  the  world.  When  you  get 
home,  take  a  map,  look  over  it  and  see  the  part 
that  has  been  transformed  as  a  result  of  His  life 
and  His  teachings,  and  His  Crucifixion,  and  His 
Resurrection. 
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Last,  but  not  least,  another  question:  What 
would  be  our  condition  today  if  He  had  not  come ; 
if  He  had  not  suffered ;  if  He  had  not  died  on  Cal- 
vary? It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  we  would 
be  in  the  condition  they  are  in  in  the  darkest  of 
the  interior  of  China,  or  the  remotest  portions  of 
Africa,  or  the  South  Sea  Islands.  We  would  be 
little  better  than  animals.  That  would  be  our  lot 
without  Him. 

Remember !  The  nails  of  Calvary  form  the  keys 
with  which  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  will  be  opened. 
And  there  is  no  other.  I  feel  like  saying,  in  clos- 
ing, we  have  followed  Him  through  the  week; 
shall  we  follow  Him  the  remainder  of  our  lives, 
step  by  step  and  day  by  day?  His  message  to  us 
summed  up  is  this,  "Look  unto  me  and  live!" 
Have  you  looked?  Are  you  looking?  Are  you 
looking?  There  is  no  other  key  but  the  key  of 
Calvary. 

Prayer  After  Sermon 

Our  Lord  and  our  Master!  We  feel  indeed 
unworthy  even  to  come  into  Thy  presence  with  a 
prayer  on  our  lips,  for  Thou  hast  been  so  gracious 
and  so  generous  in  the  giving  of  Thy  Son,  and 
Thy  Son  has  been  so  gracious  in  the  giving  of 
Himself  and  especially  on  the  Cross.  God  help 
us  that  we  will  all  appropriate  unto  ourselves  the 
work  of  atoning  grace,  that  He  may  not  have  died 
in  vain.  We  ask  Thy  blessing  upon  our  Church 
and  upon  our  entire  household  of  faith.  May  we 
all  see  that  Calvary  is  the  gr£&t  jQSApy  which  we 
have  inherited.  Bless  those  \ffl" 3 nFfll,  those  who 
are  tried   and   tested.     Give   themr  Oie^BIefegi%^ 
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needed.  Bless  Thy  ministering  servants  and  peo- 
ple everywhere,  and  hasten  the  time,  we  pray 
Thee,  when  He  shall  come  back  and  claim  His  own. 
And  now  may  Grace,  Mercy  and  Peace  from  God 
the  Father,  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Ghost  be  and 
forever  abide  with  us.    Amen. 


Chaptee  VII 

SATURDAY— JESUS  IN  TWO  WORLDS,  OR 
WHERE  DOES  THE  SOUL  GO  IMME- 
DIATELY AFTER  DEATH 

Text:  "I  would  not  have  you  to  be  ignorant,  brethren,  concerning 
them  which  are  asleep." — J  Thessalonians  5:13. 

I  realize,  friends,  that  the  subject  which  I  have 
announced  for  tonight  requires  a  great  deal 
longer  to  answer,  and  at  the  same  time  give 
answer  to  every  question  that  may  be  suggested 
by  the  topic,  than  we  have  at  our  disposal. 

I  realize  that  it  is  a  question  that  is  more  or  less 
interesting  to  everyone  of  us.  What  I  want  to  do 
is  just  to  give,  in  a  practical  fashion,  enough  to 
make  us,  who  are  Christians,  more  hopeful  of  the 
outcome  of  a  Christian's  life,  and  any  who  may  not 
be  Christians  to  realize  that  the  thing  about 
which  we  are  speaking  tonight  is  possible  only  to 
the  Christian.  There  is  no  man  or  woman  any- 
where in  the  world,  so  far  as  we  know,  that  has 
the  hope  that  the  Christian  has : 

"  Where  does  the  soul  go  immediately 
after  death?" 

I  desire  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  the 
incident  recited  by  our  Lord  in  the  Gospel  of 
Luke,  the  16th  chapter,  verses  19  to  31. 

How  many  of  us  have  stood  in  the  quiet  of  the 
room  in  which  was  one  still  in  death,  looking  into 
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that  cold  and  lifeless  face,  and  been  compelled  to 
ask  the  question,  "What  is  death?  What  becomes 
of  us  at  death !  Is  death  something  to  be  feared  ? ' ' 
As  we  have  looked  on  that  face  the  question  has 
been,  "Where  is  he?  Where  is  she?"  It  is  like 
looking  on  a  house  out  of  which  the  tenants  have 
moved,  and  we  know  not  where.  But  in  this  case, 
there  is  a  difference.  We  do  know  where.  There 
are  those  who  will  tell  us  that  we  cannot  find  out 
where  the  soul  is.  They  will  quote  Scripture,  as 
is  being  done  today  by  certain  small  sects  who 
are  spending  their  energies  trying  to  pervert  the 
membership  of  the  Church  rather  than  convert 
the  sinner  outside  the  Church.  They  are  pervert- 
ing the  Scriptures.  There  are  those  who  quote 
the  Scriptures  and  say,  "We  cannot  tell,"  and 
they  mention  this  quotation:  "Do  not  the  secret 
things  belong  to  God."  But  why  do  they  stop 
there.  For  continue  to  read,  and  hear  what  fol- 
lows :  ' '  But  the  things  that  are  revealed  belong 
unto  us."  God  made  the  revelation,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  concealment,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
revealing.  Paul  said,  "I  would  not  have  you 
ignorant,  brethren,  concerning  them  that  are 
asleep."  Now,  bear  in  mind,  that  when  the 
Scriptures  speak  of  the  dead  as  them  that  sleep, 
it  is  using  only  a  figure  of  speech.  The  physical 
body,  only,  sleeps.    The  soul  does  not. 

Now,  if  we  are  to  have  our  questions  answered, 
there  are  certain  things  that  we  assume  as  settled. 
The  first  thing  that  we  must  assume  as  settled  is 
the  fact  that  the  Bible  is  the  inspired  and  infal- 
lible word  of  God.  If  we  yield  that  point  we  may 
as    well   yield    every    other    point.     For   if   the 
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Scriptures  are  mistaken  at  one  point,  who  knows 
it  may  not  be  mistaken  at  another,  and  what  con- 
fidence can  we  have  in  it  as  a  whole !  It  is  a  case 
of  being  the  revealed  Word  of  God  or  it  is  not. 
Could  I  answer  for  you  the  question  in  a  single 
sentence,  "How  are  we  to  know  that  it  is  the  Word 
of  God?"  I  would  say,  "It  declares  itself  so  to 
be. ' 9  If  you  do  not  believe  it  is  the  inspired  Word 
of  God,  will  you  answer  me  this  question,  "How 
is  it  possible  that  38  men  writing  over  a  period  of 
fifteen  centuries  could  all  have  as  the  heart  of 
their  writings  one  subject,  which,  to  use  a  common 
expression,  dovetails  into  each  other  until  Genesis 
is  tied  to  Revelation  with  a  red  thread  that  binds 
it  to  Calvary?"  That  in  itself  is  an  unanswerable 
argument  in  favor  of  this  Book  being  God's  in- 
spired Word.  The  other  assumption  is  this,  that 
Jesus  Christ,  depicted  in  the  prophets,  pictured 
in  the  Epistles,  portrayed  in  the  Gospels  as  the 
Divine  Messiah  promised  and  given  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  world  from  sin.  Now,  then,  with 
this  foundation,  we  are  ready  to  start. 
We  find  life  in  three  stages : 

1.  The  life  on  earth; 

2.  The  life  immediately  after  we  have  passed 
out  of  the  earth ; 

3.  The  final  and  full  reward  of  the  life  we  live 
on  earth. 

Now,  there  are  two  classes  of  persons  to  be 
dealt  with : 

1.  Those  who  are  Christians; 

2.  Those  who  are  not. 

Because  of  not  having  sufficient  time,  I  am  go- 
ing  to    deal    tonight    in    what    I    say   with    the 
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Christians.  And  you  may  assume,  and  correctly 
so,  that  just  the  opposite  will  be  true  of  the  non- 
Christians.  Now,  if  the  Word  of  God  is  inspired 
and  infallible,  if  Jesus  is  the  Divine  Messiah,  one 
single  statement  of  His,  recorded  in  His  Word, 
ought  to  be  satisfactory  evidence  to  every  think- 
ing person.  So  we  will  turn  in  our  thought  to- 
night to  a  statement  of  our  Master,  which  was 
read  in  your  hearing,  the  story  of  Dives  and 
Lazarus.  In  this  story  we  have  two  worlds  linked 
together,  this  world  and  the  one  immediately  fol- 
lowing. Dives  and  Lazarus  lived  immediately 
after  death.  Dives'  brothers  continued  to  live  on 
the  earth.  Dives  knows  what  is  going  on  in  the 
earth.  Now,  let  me  make  these  statements.  At 
death,  we,  and  when  I  say  "we,"  I  am  referring 
to  the  real  being,  to  the  soul,  we  are  not  in  a  state 
of  sleep  or  unconsciousness.  That  is  the  first 
statement  mentioned  about  both  characters  in  this 
story.  Both  immediately  passed  into  another  life. 
They  were  not  asleep!  They  were  not  un- 
conscious. Dives  was  thinking  of  his  brothers. 
He  was  speaking  with  Lazarus  and  Abraham,  and 
he  was  feeling  uncomfortable.  He  was  so  active 
in  life  that  he  wanted  at  once  to  send  a  warning 
to  his  brothers. 

Lazarus  knows  that  he  is  the  same  Lazarus 
whose  sores  the  dogs  licked.  Dives  knows  that  he 
is  the  same  selfish  wretch  that  refused  help  to  the 
beggar  at  the  gate.  So  there  is  no  " sleep' '  or  un- 
consciousness immediately  after  death. 

The  second  statement!  After  death  we  do  not 
lose  our  memory.  Lazarus  remembered  Dives ! 
Dives  remembered  Lazarus!     Dives  remembered 
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his  five  brothers  who  grew  up  with  him  as  a  boy 
dowrn  in  Jerusalem.  He  remembered,  like  himself, 
they  were  still  living  in  selfishness.  Abraham  said 
to  him,  "Son,  remember!  that  thou  in  thy  lifetime 
hadst  all  these  things/ 9  Memory  was  existing  in 
that  state  immediately  after  death. 

The  third  statement!  That  life  is  continued 
and  continuous,  unbroken.  There  is  absolutely 
nothing  in  the  references  made  by  our  Lord  to 
even  suggest  that  Lazarus,  who  was  represented 
as  being  the  good  man  on  earth,  was  anything  but 
still  good  in  the  next  life.  There  is  absolutely  no 
reference  to  the  fact  that  Dives  had  changed.  He 
was  mean,  miserly,  unkind,  selfish,  cruel  here! 
He  remained  so  there.  There  is  this  definite 
statement  in  the  story,  that  there  was  a  chasm  be- 
tween the  one  represented  by  the  good  and  the 
other  represented  by  the  bad.  Lazarus  was  good. 
He  continues  good,  and  in  company  with  the  good, 
in  Abraham's  bosom.  Dives  was  bad.  He  con- 
tinued bad  in  the  torments  of  the  next  life. 

The  next  statement  in  the  story  that  interests 
us  is  this:  The  good  are  carried  to  "Abraham's 
bosom"  by  the  angels  of  God.  Our  Lord  is  au- 
thority for  the  ministry  of  angels.  He  said, 
"Likewise,  I  say  unto  you,  there  is  joy  in  the 
presence  of  the  angels  of  God  over  one  sinner  that 
repents."  The  angels  know  what  is  going  on  in 
earth.  They  know  when  a  sinner  repents  and 
rejoice  with  him  who  has  made  it  worth  while. 
Hence,  the  angels  are  interested  in  us.  They  are 
silent  watchers  about  every  deathbed.  When  we 
are  born  into  life  there  are  those  present  who  love 
us  the  most ;  who  love  us  the  strongest.    When  we 
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are  born  into  this  life  there  is  present  mother  and 
father,  and  attendants  waiting  to  welcome  us  in 
the  world.  At  second  birth  into  the  next  life  we 
do  not  go  out  alone,  but  the  angels  are  present  to 
usher  us  into  the  next  life.  What  a  happy 
thought,  that  as  we  pass  out  into  the  beyond,  as 
we  speak  of  it,  it  is  not  alone  that  we  go.  As  there 
are  those  who  love  us  and  welcome  us  into  this 
life,  so  there  are  those  who  will  welcome  us  into 
the  other  life.    The  angels  carry  us  to  our  place. 

And  that  suggests  another  important  thing. 
Where  are  we  carried?  We  are  carried  into  the 
presence  of  the  Lord.  We  read  that  Abraham  was 
a  friend  of  God.  God  took  him  at  death.  Then 
Lazarus  was  carried  into  Abraham's  bosom,  who 
was  in  the  presence  of  God.  That  is  the  Old 
Testament  way  of  expressing  what  happens  im- 
mediately after  death.  The  New  Testament  puts 
it  in  a  clearer  fashion.  "The  souls  of  the 
righteous  are  in  the  hands  of  God!  Blessed  are 
they  who  die  in  the  Lord."  Stephen  prayed  when 
the  pelting  stones  were  falling  down  upon  him, 
"Lord  Jesus,  receive  my  spirit.' '  The  present 
tense !  Do  it  now !  Paul  said  when  he  was  about 
to  die,  "Absent  from  the  body,  but  at  home  with 
the  Lord.  * f  And  then  he  says, ' '  To  depart  and  be 
with  Christ  is  far  better.' '  We  are  carried  as 
Christians  into  the  presence  of  the  Lord. 

Then  the  next  statement!  Our  dead,  this  may 
be  startling,  it  is  at  least  suggestive,  our  dead  are 
interested  in  us  here.  Dives  was  interested  in  his 
brothers  who  lived  in  Jerusalem.  Moses  and 
Elijah  were  interested  in  the  happenings  down  at 
the  Mount  of  Transfiguration,  and  came  back  to 
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participate  in  the  glorification  of  our  Lord  in  the 
Transfiguration.  But  let  me  pause  here  long 
enough  to  say  that  this  is  conjectural  to  a  large 
degree,  and  that  there  is  absolutely  nothing  in  this 
from  which  we  can  deduce  the  slightest  belief  in 
what  we  call  ' '  Spiritualism, ' '  for  let  me  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  modern  Spiritualism 
does  not,  in  all  the  visions  they  report  as  having 
had,  make  any  reference  to  the  fact  of  the  exist- 
ence of  God  or  Christ.  They  do  not  make  any 
reference  whatsover  to  a  different  state  for  the 
righteous  and  the  unrighteous.  The  most  that 
they  say  and,  in  my  judgment,  Spiritualism  is 
nothing  more  or  less  than  a  hallucination,  the  most 
that  they  say  is  that  "the  loved  ones  are  alive  and 
happy.' '  It  requires  but  a  momentary  thought  to 
relegate  Spiritualism  where  it  belongs.  It  has 
been  in  existence  from  the  days  of  Nineveh  and 
Babylon,  and  it  comes  down  in  defiance  of  and  an 
effrontery  to  the  Word  of  God,  and  is  the  offshoot 
of  demon  worship. 

Does  this  mean  that  we  are  going  at  once  into 
our  final  state?  If  so,  you  say,  how  about  the  last 
judgment,  the  great  scenes  pictured  in  Scripture, 
when  there  is  to  be  a  finishing  up  of  all  creation? 
Now,  follow  me  closely,  please.  It  does  not  mean 
that  immediately  we  are  to  receive  final  judgment. 
It  does  mean,  as  I  have  said,  that  we  will  go  into 
the  presence  of  the  Lord.  It  does  mean,  as  we 
have  said,  that  we  go  into  a  state  of  happiness. 
But  listen!  A  park  is  not  the  palace!  There  is 
the  palace.  Here  in  front  is  the  park.  How  beau- 
tiful! How  delightful!  Nothing  to  annoy! 
Nothing  to  disturb!    All  of  the  right  mind!    All 
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of  one  mind!  All  in  tune  with  the  Ruler  of  the 
palace!  But  we  have  not  yet  been  admitted  to 
the  palace.  ' '  Abraham 's  bosom ' ?  and  ' '  paradise 9  9 
is  the  park  to  the  palace  of  God.  And  we  are 
carried  there.  Paradise  is  a  park  or  a  garden 
of  God.  Listen!  Perhaps  this  will  illustrate 
what  I  mean.  Lazarus  was  as  happy  in  Abra- 
ham's bosom  as  he  will  ever  be,  but  there  is  room 
for  a  final  adjudication.  Here  is  a  wealthy  person 
who  is  worth  a  millon  dollars.  He  has  a  son  or  a 
daughter  whom  he  loves  and  respects,  and  who 
honors  him.  He  wills  that  one  million  dollars  to 
that  son  or  that  daughter.  But  the  condition  of 
the  will  is  that  they  can  only  have  the  interest  on 
the  capital,  until  a  certain  date.  Now,  they  are 
living  in  plenty,  they  are  living  in  comfort,  they 
are  living  in  enjoyment  on  the  interest.  There 
comes  a  day  when  the  principal  will  also  be  theirs. 
Will  we  live,  as  Christians,  immediately  after 
death,  on  the  interest  of  the  investments  we  have 
made  in  the  Kingdom  of  God? 

Or  we  may  turn  it  the  other  way  and  get  this : 
I  commit  a  crime  tonight.  I  am  arrested.  I  am 
placed  in  Moyamensing  Prison,  and  I  am  com- 
pelled to  remain  there  until  the  assembly  of  a  cer- 
tain court  three  months  hence.  During  those 
three  months  I  am  deprived  of  my  liberty.  Am  I 
not  being  punished  in  Moyamensing  Prison  as 
much  as  after  the  Court  has  passed  final  sentence, 
and  I  am  sent  for  a  term  of  years  to  the  Peni- 
tentiary? 

The  thing  that  ought  to  satisfy  us  is  that  we 
pass  into  the  presence  of  the  Lord.  And  at  the 
final  adjudication,  then  there  will  be  that  turning 
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over,  as  it  were,  of  the  capital,  the  interest  of 
which  we  have  received  since  we  have  come  into 
glory.  Nothing  at  all  to  be  afraid  of  when  we 
approach  the  end. 

But  will  you  bear  with  me  while  I  ask  another 
question  that  will  interest  you  perhaps?  Will  we 
know  each  other  after  death?  Yes.  Dives  and 
Lazarus  knew  each  other.  Jesus  said  to  the  thief 
on  the  cross,  "  Today  thou  shalt  be  with  me  in 
Paradise. ' '  Now  it  would  follow  that  Jesus  would 
recognize  the  thief,  and  that  the  thief  would 
recognize  Jesus,  or  what  would  have  been  the  use 
for  Jesus  to  have  made  that  declaration.  Jesus 
would  recognize  the  thief  as  the  one  who  hung 
with  Him  on  the  Cross.  The  thief  would  recognize 
Jesus  as  the  one  who  offered  him  a  place  in  His 
kingdom.  Certainly,  if  we  do  not  lose  our  memo- 
ries, if  we  are  not  in  a  state  of  unconsciousness, 
certainly  if  Dives  and  Lazarus,  as  related  in  the 
story,  recognized  each  other,  if  there  was  recog- 
nition between  themselves  and  the  third  party, 
Abraham,  certainly  there  will  be  recognition  of 
one  another  in  that  land  of  the  loved. 

There  are  perplexing  questions  that  come,  I 
know.  How  can  a  mother  know  the  child  that  died 
in  infancy  twenty-five  years  ago?  How  can  the 
child  know  its  mother  when  the  mother  died  at 
childbirth?  God  has  revealed  enough  to  make  it 
worth  our  while  to  use  what  He  gave.  Let  us  take 
the  statement  of  fact  that  Christ  gave  in  the  story 
that  there  was  recognition  between  the  three 
parties  and  reconcile  our  questioning  with  this, 
and  leave  the  "how"  with  God.  For,  friends,  the 
fact  that  we  do  not  understand  fully  everything 
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that  the  Almighty  has  revealed  and  that  the 
Almighty  does,  ought  not  to  lessen  our  faith  in 
Him;  rather,  it  ought  to  increase  it.  Listen !  If  I 
knew  and  understood  fully  every  thought  God 
thinks,  and  if  I  could  explain  in  detail  every  act 
that  God  does,  is  it  not  sensible  logic  to  say  that  I 
would  be  equivalent  with  God,  and  could  I  ever 
trust  my  immortal  soul  and  look  off  into  the  future 
for  the  preparation  of  a  life  without  sin  and  its 
consequences,  to  any  being  no  greater  than  my- 
self!   It  is  absolutely  an  impossible  thing. 

Immediately  at  death  we  are  not  in  a  state  of 
sleep  or  unconsciousness. 

We  do  not  lose  our  memories. 

We  live  a  continuous  life. 

We  are  carried  by  the  angels  into  the  presence 
of  God. 

They  are  interested  in  us  who  live  on  the  earth. 

We  shall  know  each  other  in  the  other  land  im- 
mediately after  death. 

We  pass  into  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  shall 
have  a  place  immediately  in  the  park  of  the  palace 
of  the  King,  but  not  in  the  palace  until  the  great 
settlement  day,  when  the  Judgment  shall  have  be- 
come complete,  and  He  shall  come  in  the  clouds 
and  in  the  air,  and  take  up  those  who  love  Him, 
and  according  to  His  Word  those  who  have  been 
redeemed  by  the  Blood  of  the  Lamb. 

God  has  shown  us  enough,  friends,  to  satisfy  us, 
and  to  make  us,  it  seems  to  me,  earnest  and  ar- 
dent, and  enthusiastic  in  our  Christian  hope,  that 
we  will  be  unafraid  of  what  the  world  may  say  or 
do,  and  certainly  it  ought  to  give  us  peace  when 
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we  come  to  the  place  where  the  angels  will  carry 
us  away  to  be  born  into  another  life. 

Let  me,  in  closing,  repeat  something  that  I  have 
told  you  before,  that  I  heard  an  old  blind  evangel- 
ist give  concerning  a  railroad  man.  It  is  a  beau- 
tiful story.  It  is  so  full*  of  that  which  should 
inspire  us  in  the  thought  of  the  wonderful  pro- 
vision the  Creator  has  made  for  us.  The  story  is 
this:  A  railroad  engineer,  as  he  took  his  train 
out  day  after  day,  passes  through  a  cut.  On  the 
hill,  above  the  cut,  is  his  home  in  which  is  his  wife 
and  his  little  girl.  It  is  the  custom,  after  he  has 
gone  out  with  his  train,  the  little  girl  swings  on 
the  wicket  gate  in  front  of  the  engineer's  home, 
waving  her  handkerchief,  and  from  the  cab  of  the 
engine  he  waves  his  handkerchief  back.  That  is 
their  way  of  saying  good-bye  until  the  end  of  that 
run.  Of  course,  the  girl  knows  the  time  of  his  re- 
turn. She  swings  on  the  same  gate,  waiting,  and 
when  the  train  comes  in,  waves  her  handkerchief, 
and  the  father,  from  the  cab  of  the  engine,  waves 
back  at  her.  One  day  he  takes  the  train  out  as 
usual.  Soon  after  he  had  left  the  home,  the  little 
one  is  taken  seriously  ill  with  diphtheria.  The 
father  at  the  end  of  his  usual  run  finds  there  is 
some  difficulty  and  has  to  continue  and  not  return. 
Not  having  time  to  communicate  with  his  family, 
he  goes  to  make  another  run.  The  mother  is  un- 
able to  get  in  touch  with  him.  Through  the  long 
hours  of  the  night  she  waits.  Early  in  the  morn- 
ing the  little  one  chokes  with  that  dread  disease 
and  passes  into  the  presence  of  every  child's 
Lord.  The  engineer  comes  back,  but  not  at  the 
regular  hour.     He  sees  no  one  on  the  gate.     He 
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thinks  it  is  perhaps  because  he  is  not  coming  in 
at  his  usual  time.  But  something  in  him  makes 
him  worry,  and  he  wonders  if  something  has 
happened.  As  quickly  as  he  can,  he  puts  up  his 
engine  and  comes  up  the  walk.  He  climbs  the  long 
flight  of  stairs,  and  as  he  looks  toward  the  house 
he  sees  that  white  messenger  of  death  flying  in  the 
breeze,  which  tells  the  story  of  what  has  happened 
within.  He  all  but  bursts  into  the  house.  His 
wife  meets  him  in  the  hallway.  She  falls  into  his 
arms  as  she  says:  "John,  the  angel  of  death  has 
been  here.  Mary  was  taken  ill  soon  after  you  left. 
We  did  everything  we  could  to  find  you.  She  grew 
worse  and  worse.  We  did  everything  in  our 
power  to  save  her,  but  it  was  of  no  use.  But, 
John,  she  left  a  message  for  you!  Just  before 
she  went,  and  before  she  became  unable  to  speak, 
she  said,  '  Mamma,  tell  daddy  I  will  swing  on  the 
wicket  gate  of  heaven,  waiting  for  him  to  come.'  " 
0  isn't  that  beautiful  to  know  that  our  loved  ones 
beyond  the  wicket  gate  are  just  waiting  for  us  to 
come,  and  longing  for  us  to  have  a  share  in  the 
joy  that  is  theirs  in  the  park  of  Him  who  loved  us 
so  much  that  He  gave  His  Son  to  save  us. 


Chapter  VIII 

EASTER  SUNDAY— JESUS  IN  LIFE,  OR 
DEATH  OVERCOME 

Text:  "To  whom  also  he  shewed  himself  alive  after  his  passion 
by  many  infallible  proofs,  being  seen  of  them  forty  days  and 
speaking  of  the  things  concerning  the  Kingdom  of  God." — 
Acts  1 :3. 

It  is  quite  possible,  in  fact,  it  is  quite  likely,  in 
these  days  through  which  we  have  just  been  pass- 
ing, when  we  have  been  reminded  of  the  crucifixion 
of  our  Lord,  that  the  question  has  presented  itself 
to  our  minds,  " After  all,  is  it  true?  By  what 
argument  am  I  convinced  that  the  Saviour,  about 
whom  we  have  been  speaking  and  singing,  is  all 
that  has  been  claimed  for  Him?  Is  it  true  that 
'He  was  crucified,  dead  and  buried,  and  on  the 
third  day  He  arose  again  from  the  dead? '  "  There 
is  no  other  part  of  Scripture  that  is  more  fre- 
quently quoted  than  this  subject  concerning  the 
resurrection  of  Christ. 

All  the  four  Gospels,  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke  and 
John,  certify  to  the  fact  that  Christ  rose  from 
the  dead.  Luke,  in  writing  to  his  friend, 
Theophilus,  would  reiterate  what  he  said  in  the 
Gospel  and  claims,  as  we  read  in  the  text,  that 
there  are  many  infallible  proofs,  in  his  day  only  a 
few  years  removed  from  the  scene  itself,  of  the 
fact  that  He  died  and  came  forth  to  life  after  the 
resurrection. 

83 
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St.  Paul,  in  his  early  ministry,  makes  the  bold 
declaration  that  Christ  rose  from  the  dead,  and 
that  if  it  had  not  been  so,  all  that  we  call  the 
Gospel  would  be  nothing  short  of  foolishness. 

Now,  let  us  picture  that  body  of  Christ  in  His 
borrowed  tomb  under  the  slopes  of  Calvary.  Was 
that  tomb  empty?  If  so,  how  came  it  so?  In  the 
first  place,  the  Jews  did  not  want  that  it  should  be 
empty.  They  did  not  want  Christ  to  come  forth 
to  life  again.  It  was  at  their  behest  that  He  was 
crucified.  They  were  now  satisfied  that  He  was 
dead  and  buried. 

The  Romans  did  not  care  enough  about  it  to 
care  whether  the  tomb  was  empty  or  not.  The 
Roman  seal  had  been  put  on  it,  and  the  Roman 
soldier  who  was  placed  on  guard  could  not  do 
otherwise  than  respect  that  seal.  The  Romans 
did  not  care,  and  perchance  were  actually  glad 
that  He  who  had  caused  such  a  disturbance  in  the 
Jewish  element  of  society  was  now  out  of  the 
way.     They  were  satisfied  that  He  was  dead. 

His  Disciples,  the  little  handful  that  followed 
Jesus,  could  not  under  any  conditions  have  gotten 
past  the  Roman  guard,  nor  would  they  have  dared 
to  break  the  Roman  seal  and  take  away  the  body, 
and  yet  the  tomb  was  empty.  Where  was  His 
body? 

There  are  those  today  who  tell  us  that  they  do 
not  believe  in  the  physical  resurrection  of  Christ. 
I  ask  them  the  question,  "  Where  was  that  physi- 
cal, human  body  that  was  put  in  the  tomb  of 
Joseph  of  Arimathea?    What  became  of  it?" 

Now,  there  are  infallible  proofs,  Luke  says,  that 
He  was  alive  after  the  resurrection.     Bear  with 
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me  in  order  that  your  faith  may  be  strengthened 
if  you  are  Christians,  and  if  you  are  not  followers 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  you  may  tonight 
realize  that  He  rose  from  the  dead,  and  that  in 
His  life  man  has  the  only  hope  for  entrance  into 
eternal  life.  There  are  ten  irrefutable  statements 
in  Scripture  that  He  did  appear  to  living 
creatures.  If  you  had  a  case  in  the  Philadelphia 
Courts  and  could  produce  ten  living,  highly 
respectable,  honorable  witnesses,  you  would  con- 
sider yourself  as  having  a  strong  case.  Let  me 
call  your  attention  to  those  who  testify  that  He 
rose  from  the  dead. 

We  read  that  first  He  appeared  unto  Mary 
Magdalene.  Mary  Magdalene  testified  to  the  fact 
that  He  was  alive  and  had  spoken  to  her. 

Another  time  that  He  appeared  was  not  to  a 
lone  woman,  but  to  a  company  of  three  "holy 
women,' '  as  they  were  called,  whom  He  instructed 
to  proceed  and  bring  the  information  to  His 
Disciples  that  He  was  now  alive  as  He  had  said. 
We  can  produce  these  three  women  who  will 
testify  that  He  was  alive  and  had  interviewed 
them. 

Then  we  have  the  testimony  of  St.  Peter,  when 
we  have  him  declaring  that  Jesus  met  him  pri- 
vately on  the  shore  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  and 
heard  him  pour  out  in  penitence  the  fact  of  his 
sin,  and  secure  restoration  into  the  presence  of  the 
Master.  Peter  will  testify  of  this  interview  alone 
with  the  Master. 

Then  there  are  two  men  whose  names  we  do  not 
know,  walking  away  from  the  city  of  Jerusalem, 
following  the  tragedy  of  Calvary,  who  have  been 
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conversing  in  public  and  private  places  on  the  day 
that  Jesus  remained  in  the  tomb,  and  as  they  were 
walking  along,  discussing  the  crucifixion,  the 
Risen  Lord  appeared  to  them  and  entered  into 
their  conversation.  They  testified  that  Jesus  was 
alive. 

Then  in  the  next  place  we  find  that  the  ten 
Disciples,  Judas  had  gone  to  his  own  place,  having 
committed  suicide  for  his  traitorous  act,  when  the 
Disciples  were  doubtful  as  to  what  the  outcome 
would  be,  ten  of  them  are  gathered,  all  except 
Judas  and  Thomas,  on  the  Sabbath  Day,  in  wor- 
ship. The  door  is  shut.  Jesus  appears  and  re- 
veals Himself  unto  them.  The  ten  Disciples 
testify  that  He  was  alive,  and  they  told  Thomas, 
the  doubter,  that  He  was  alive.  Thomas  said, 
1  'Except  I  can  see  the  prints  of  the  nails  in  his 
hands,  and  the  scars  on  his  brow  as  the  result  of 
the  crucifixion  on  Calvary,  I  cannot  believe."  And 
at  this  particular  time  Thomas  is  with  the  other 
ten,  and  to  these  eleven  Disciples  Jesus  appeared, 
and  as  He  stands  before  Thomas  He  says,  "Be- 
hold the  hands  scarred  with  the  nails.  Put  forth 
your  hand  and  touch  the  wound  made  by  the  spear 
in  my  side  as  I  hung  on  the  Cross. "  Thomas  does 
so  and  is  convinced  and  cries,  "My  Lord  and  my 
God. ' '    The  eleven  testify  that  He  was  alive  again. 

At  another  time  we  read  that  He  appeared  to 
the  Disciples  on  the  distant  shore  of  a  lake 
familiar  to  Him.  Again  these  testified  that  He 
rose  from  the  dead. 

Then  we  read  that  when  all  His  followers  were 
gathered  on  a  certain  mountain  in  Galilee  that  He 
appeared  unto  them  and  revealed  Himself,  and  so 
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all  His  followers  are  willing  to  come  into  Court 
and  testify  that  He  was  alive  again. 

Then  James,  perhaps  His  own  brother,  some- 
times called  James  the  Just,  said  the  Lord  ap- 
peared unto  him. 

Then  after  a  period  of  forty  days,  when  all  His 
followers,  at  least  120,  were  gathered  with  Him 
on  the  slopes  of  Olivet,  where- he  was  wont,  in  the 
days  of  His  early  ministry,  to  retire  for  prayer, 
as  there  they  went  with  Him,  He  gave  unto  them 
His  parting  message  of  love,  and  wras  caught  up 
out  of  their  sight. 

The  leading  lawyers  of  Great  Britain  and 
America  have  been  so  bold  as  to  make  the  state- 
ment that  the  evidence  concerning  the  resurrec- 
tion, and  the  proofs  of  the  resurrection,  are 
sufficient  to  convince  any  intelligent  jury  in  the 
world.  Now,  if  that  is  the  case,  and  we  must 
admit  it  on  the  basis  of  all  that  is  reasonable  and 
intelligent,  we  can  say  one  thing  more.  If,  being 
buried  in  that  tomb,  we  have  this  infallible  argu- 
ment as  to  the  broken  band  of  the  tomb,  the 
Roman  seal  hurled  back  into  the  face  of  the 
Roman  guard,  and  as  He  stood  before  these  who 
witness  to  the  fact  that  He  was  alive  again,  and 
that  He  did  this,  as  we  have-  this  proven  to  us 
conclusively,  then  let  me  say,  wThy  all  this  quib- 
bling about  which  you  and  I  are  reading  in  the 
newspapers  today?  Why  all  this  quibbling  about 
the  Virgin  Birth?  If  He  is  able  to  be  born  again 
out  of  His  tomb  of  rock,  is  He  not  ab^to^be  born 
of  a  woman  through  a  different  process  than  thp^  ft 
natural  way?  Why  all  this  quibbling  about  the 
inspiration  of  the  Wot d  of  God  ?     There  is  no 
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room  or  occasion  for  quibbling,  nor  any  good  that 
ever  came,  during  1900  years  since  the  days  that 
He  lived  on  earth,  in  quibbling  over  these  things. 
They  are  facts  conclusive  that  ought  to  satisfy 
every  intelligent  person. 

It  is  not  enough  to  make  a  statement  and  retire 
without  substantiating  your  statement.  I  would 
say  to  all  of  you  who  are  responsible  for  retard- 
ing the  progress  of  the  Christian  Church  by  call- 
ing to  question  these  things  definitely  stated  in 
Scripture,  "Produce  your  reasons !"  How  can 
you  prove  the  statement  of  Scripture  incorrect 
that  makes  reference  to  Him  as  born  of  the 
Virgin  Mary?  How  can  you  prove  the  statement 
that  you  make  that  His  body  was  not  absent  from 
the  tomb,  and  that  He  went  around  for  forty  days 
after  His  resurrection  on  earth? 

Then  I  ask  all  of  you,  if  He  was  born  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  as  He  was,  according  to  Scripture, 
if  He  lived  and  died  as  He  did ;  recognizing  Him 
as  the  world's  greatest  Teacher,  who  suffered 
on  Calvary,  which  He  did ;  if  He  came  forth  into 
life  after  His  death  on  Calvary,  what  was  it  all 
for?  For  what  purpose?  Absolutely  none,  ex- 
cept it  be  for  the  purpose  of  saving  just  such  a 
man  as  you  are,  and  just  such  a  woman  as  you  are. 
If  He  is  not  your  Saviour,  I  ask  you,  as  we  are 
concluding  our  Easter  services,  who  is  your 
Saviour?  What  hope  have  you  if  your  hope  is 
not  centered  in  Him,  and  if  you  believe,  of  what 
worth  is  your  belief  unless  you  put  yourself 
under  His  control.  And  if  you  believe,  and  know 
that  this  is  the  requirement  which  alone  mil 
satisfy  your  soul's  longings,  and  as  you  look  into 
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the  cold  face  of  a  dead  friend,  you  will  ask  your- 
self the  question,  " Where  is  he?  Where  is  she? 
If  I  die,  shall  I  live  again?"  Where  can  you  find 
an  answer  except  in  Him  who  says,  "Because  I 
live,  ye  shall  live  also."  And  if  that  is  your  only 
hope,  what  reason  have  you  for  delaying  your 
acceptance  of  Him  on  this  Easter  night,  and  mak- 
ing sure  your  hope  that  you  will  rise  to  be  with 
Him  in  eternity? 

Prayer  After  Sermon 

0  God,  our  Heavenly  Father,  we  thank  Thee  for 
the  life  of  Thy  Son,  and  we  thank  Thee  that  He  is 
tonight  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  the  Father,  mak- 
ing intercession  for  us.  As  we  close  this  series  of 
services  in  which  we  have  been  contemplating 
our  Lord's  life  and  death,  and  resurrection,  help 
everyone  of  us  to  realize  that  His  name  is  the 
name  that  is  above  every  name,  and  help  every- 
one here  tonight  who  calls  himself  or  herself  a 
Christian  to  say,  "Not  knowing  the  day  or  the 
hour  when  this  earthly  life  will  come  to  an  end, 
with  the  help  of  the  Lord,  I  will  put  myself  more 
fully  into  His  hands  than  ever  before."  And  if 
there  are  those-  here  tonight  who  are  not  Chris- 
tians, not  knowing  the  day  nor  the  hour  when  He 
will  call  upon  them  for  a  final  accounting,  help 
them  to  look  to  Him  now  as  their  Saviour  from 
sin,  knowing  that  "There  is  none  other  name 
under  heaven  given  whereby  man  may  be  saved. 
Hear  us  and  save  us  all  through  Christ.    Amen. 

THE  END 
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